
Teacher Guide 1:  The Pennsylvania Barn 
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Identify the following in the pictures above and explain their function as part of a Pennsylvania Barn 
 
cantilever: supported only on one end; allows for open 
overhang 
 
forebay: projection over the lower level doors to protect 
them from the weather. 
 
banked entrance: built into the ground (or bank) 
so that wagons, equipment, supplies, and crops 
could be easily moved into the second floor.   

support posts: posts separate from foundation for 
support 
 
ventilated louvers: allow air circulation with some 
protection from the elements 
 
sheds: Located on either side of the main entrance, they 
provide additional storage space.

 

 


