TEACHER GUIDE FOR WORKSHEET 1:
DATA COLLECTION ANSWER KEY AND DEBRIEFING GUIDE

DATA COLLECTION ANSWER KEY

No. | Part A: West Part B: Hicks Part C: Savitsky

1. Wealthy men of social Wealthy men of social The clothes make all the
position. Dull cloth may position. Lenape look people in each group look
represent Quaker somewhat savage. Lenape | equal. No leader is apparent
ideals—plain and equal chief is wearing a robe. by clothing choice. The blue
before God. Penn not Women not evident. Color may symbolize wealth. The
easily identifiable by of colonists clothes may Lenape are painted in earth
clothing. Lenape chief indicate wealth (e.g., red tones of animal skins.
wearing robe. Lenape robe).
women wearing bright
colors to show their
importance.

2. Penn’s arms representa | Penn’s arms represent a Penn’s arms represent a
gesture of friendship and | gesture of friendship and gesture of friendship and
power. It could also power. It could also indicate | power. It could also indicate
indicate openness, openness, sharing, and openness, sharing, and
sharing, and hospitality. hospitality. Penn’s arms hospitality. Penn’s arms
(Note that hospitality visually link colonists on visually link colonists on one
would assume Penn as one side of the painting to side of the painting to Native
host, the location/land as | Native Americans on the Americans on the other.
his.) Penn’s arms other.
visually link colonists on
one side of the painting
to the Native Americans
on the other.

3. Bolts of cloth, jewelry and | Red cloth. This is not Red cloth, which is an item
brass items which were readily available to the not easy for the Lenape to
not easily obtained by Lenape. It also shows the make. This item is valuable
Native Americans. These | wealth of the white for trade.
were items of value. colonists.

4, The treaty is barely More cloth. This is an item Jewelry which also shows
visible in the painting. It that would take long to wealth and control over the
is held by a colonist and make. It is also brightly land. Native people used
seen at a side angle. colored, in contrast to some | these items for trade.

West stressed the of the men’s clothes.
relationship with the
Lenape, not the
document. He also
emphasized the religious
experiment in
Pennsylvania, not the
political.
5. The Lenape woman in Several answers could be The treaty and the red cloth.

blue resembles Mary, the
mother of Jesus.

considered: (1) The treaty
and the peace pipe could
be the most important.
They convey the central
message of peace. Red
and blue draw your eye
them. (2) William Penn. He
stands in the visual center

Red and blue are most
prominent and make a strong
contrast between the Lenape.




of the painting. (3) Boy
offering red bolt of cloth.
Both hands of Penn and a
Native American point to
the boy’s head and lead
you to consider a central
concept of the painting—
the act of offering.

6. The most important part | The people appear to be The people are not looking at
of the painting is the gift friendly and interested in each other; they are mostly
to the Lenape. West uses | the treaty and the cloth. looking straight out toward
earth tones accented by | The peace pipe indicates the viewer of the painting.
bright primary colors of the Lenape’s motives and They look fairly
red and yellow. Bright the treaty shows what Penn | expressionless, indifferent.
hues of green and white | wanted to achieve. Vague smiles can be seen on
also direct the viewers Penn’s face and on Native
attention to the center of American girl. The Lenape in
the painting, the offering. the background have arrows,

maybe to protect themselves.

7. The people appear to be | Hicks shows the land The Lenape look in control.
friendly and interested in | already being settled and Savitsky paints a background
the presentation. There is | controlled by white with more Native Americans
no evidence of violence colonists. The houses and than colonists and no
or anger. The boats reveal the steady European style houses.
outstretched hands of stream of colonists to
both Penn and a Lenape | America.
leader show the value of
the meeting.

8. West wanted to convey Random answers. Students | Random answers. Students
English superiority and may guess the early 1600s | may guess this is the earliest
control of the land. The because of the primitive work since it is has a “self-
images make it look as faces of the Lenape. taught” style.
though the colonists have
been there for some
time.

9. Random answers. Peace between the This piece gives a
Students may guess late | colonists and Lenape was retrospective social
1600s or early 1700s gained by trade and commentary on the event of
because of clothing. economy. the signing of Penn treaty.

Gives Native Americans more
“center stage” in the painting.
10. | The colonists and the

Lenape agree to
peacefully share the land
and their possessions.




TEACHER GUIDE 1: DEBRIEFING GUIDE

What similarities did you see in all three paintings?
Native Americans, William Penn, colonists, ships, water, trees, and bolt of cloth, the idea of a
treaty with the Native Americans

What differences did you see among the three paintings?
Size or placement of the treaty, use of buildings in the landscape, faces of the Lenni-Lenape
people, number of people in the paintings, use of color, level of detail in the painting

a. Did you find any evidence of religious symbolism in the paintings?
a Madonna-like figure in the West painting

b. Why do you think West included this image?
Religious freedom was a reason for colonization. The mother image also reflects peace.

In what year did Benjamin West paint his version of Penn’s Treaty? And Edward

Hicks? And Jack Savitsky?

West's painting created c. 1771-1772; Hicks’ ¢.1800-1805; and Savitsky’s, 1982. Possible student
answers may vary widely, and students may think that Savitsky was the earliest painter because
of the primitive nature of his work. Here explain to the students that the date of painting provides
a clue to the type of images and symbolism used by the artists. When West painted his work,
relations between the colonists and Native Americans often were one of respect. By the time
Hicks painted his version, Native Americans were victims of discrimination and forced removal
from white society. Savitsky’s painting may reflect the renewed appreciation for Native Americans
and society’s recognition of their previous abuse.

Is there a difference in the way each artist depicted the Lenni-Lenape people?

West's depiction was of a hoble people with physical features similar to those of the colonists.
Hicks depicted the Lenni-Lenape as slightly larger and disproportionate than the colonists; they
also are turned away from the colonists and seem more interested in the cloth than the treaty.
Savitsky draws the Lenni-Lenape in a similar style as the colonists.

Why did West and Hicks include established settlements as part of their paintings? What
does that tell you about their attitude toward English colonization?

The English felt a sense of destiny during colonization, that they had a right to be in America, that
the Native Americans were the strangers in the land.

Why did Savitsky paint such a sparse landscape and omit any signs of a permanent
settlement?

This may be a reflection of change in the attitude toward Native Americans and recognition that
whites were intruders in America.

How did the artists use color to emphasize certain images in their paintings?
They used color to stress the key figures in the painting, to draw attention to key action in the
painting, and to highlight action.

Each artist had the same basic theme yet addressed the Treaty in different ways. West's
treaty is barely visible, Hicks’ treaty is a focal point, and Savitsky’'s treaty is visible but not
the main interest of the Native Americans. Why do you think each artist made these
distinctions?

1. There was Native American confusion over the meaning of a treaty, since Native culture relied
on verbal agreements. 2. The size and placement of the treaty reflected the country’s attitude
toward Native Americans. For West, trust and friendship were most important; for Hicks, the
message was that of official action; and for Savitsky, a recognition that American treaties with
Native Americans was often meaningless. Here is it important to summarize the main point of the
lesson — that history impacts the way in which events are portrayed.
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