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Crossing the Alleghenies — The Conestoga Wagon — Elementary

The Conestoga Wagon

Worksheet 1: Graphic Organizer Concept Map

Student Worksheet

Conestoga Wagon
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Worksheet 2: K-W-L Chart

K (Know) W (Want to know) L (Learned)

What I know about the 
Conestoga Wagon

What I want to know about 
the Conestoga Wagon

What I've learned about the 
Conestoga Wagon
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Worksheet #3: Traveling with Cummings Chart

Directions: Complete the chart as you follow Cummings on this trip to Pittsburgh.

Date
Places 
Cummings 
passed through

Physical 
features (place)

Tavern Stops 
(Describe the 
experience)

Human_
Environment 
Interaction

January 8, 
1807

Philadelphia
Downington

Lancaster

Schuylkill River
Hilly, wooded 
areas
Rich soil

none bridge

Farms

January 22

January 24

January 27

January 31

February 1

February 2
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Worksheet 4:  Places to Plot - Cummings' Journey 

Directions: Locate these places on the Pennsylvania map:

1. Philadelphia

2. Schulykill River

3. Downington

4. Lancaster

5. Conestoga Creek

6. Elizabethtown

7. Harrisburg

8. Carlisle

9. Blue Mountains

10. Shippensburg

11. Sideling Ridge

12. Juniata River

13. Bedford

14. Somerset

15. Chestnut Ridge

16. Greensburg

17. Irwin

18. Turtle Creek

19. Pittsburgh

River and Road Network in the Late Eighteenth Century

Source: The Atlas of Pennsylvania, edited by David J. Cuff, William J. Young, Edward K. Muller, Wilbur 
Zelinsky and Ronald Abler. Philadelphia: Temple University, 1990. P. 96. 
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Worksheet 5:  Reading A Photograph or Print

Step 1

Examine the photo/print/drawing for one minute without talking.

Step 2

With the photo/print/drawing covered, list everything that you remember in the picture.

Step 3

Look at the photo/print/drawing again.  List other items that you may have missed.  Change incorrect 
observations.

Step 4

Divide the photo/print/drawing into nine sections covering the picture with nine equal size pieces of 
paper.  Uncover one ninth of the picture at a time and add anything you missed to your list.  Cover each 
section after it has been observed so that only one ninth is being observed at a time. 

Step 5

What questions do you still have about the picture?  How might you find the answers?

Step 6

Look at the title of the picture.  What questions might have been answered by knowing the title?
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Worksheet 6: Parts of a Conestoga Wagon

Directions: Label each lettered parts of Conestoga wagon.
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Worksheet 7:  Interviewing An Artifact

Artifacts are objects made by humans and reflect the culture of the period in which they are made.  
They are useful in helping us to understand the past.  Observe the photo of the artifact that was a popu-They are useful in helping us to understand the past.  Observe the photo of the artifact that was a popu-
lar item to the Conestoga wagon era.

Answer these questions about the artifact pictured below:

1. Based on the photo of the artifact and your readings, what do you think the artifact is?

2. When was the item made? Who made it?

3. What does it appear to be made of?

4. How is it put together?

5. How was this artifact intended to be used?


