
TEACHER GUIDE TO STUDENT WORKSHEET 2:  
COMPARING, CONTRASTING, AND EVALUATING SOURCES 

 
Student Name:_____________________________ Partner:_____________________________ 

 
Directions: Reread both passages and then answer the following questions. 

 
1. Do either Mittelberger or Franklin want immigrants to think that life is easy in America, where roasted 

birds fly directly into people’s mouths? 
 
 No. 
 
 According to them, what type of life should immigrants expect in America? 
 
 Immigrants will have to work hard. They will have to do “strenuous work” and it is a “land of 

labor.” 
 
 

2. Both writers describe how immigrants will have to work for years in order to pay for something.  
 

a. What does Mittelberger tell his readers will cost them 200 florins (an amount equal to 6 ro 7 
years’ worth of wages)? 

 
  They have to pay off the debt from their voyage across the Atlantic Ocean. 
 

b. What does Franklin tell his readers they could buy with eight or ten guineas (an amount equal to 
about 2 years’ worth of wages)? 

 
  They could buy 100 acres of wooded land with good soil. 
 

 
 



Directions: Use the table to evaluate Mittelberger’s and Franklin’s arguments. 

 
 Mittelberger Franklin 

What conclusion does each 
author make about coming to 
America? 

don’t come to America 
(“let people stay in their own 
country”) 
 
 
 

come to America 
(“strangers are welcome”) 

List several reasons each 
writer gives supporting his 
conclusion. 

work is hard (“oak tree stumps 
are just as hard in America as 
they are in Germany.”) 
journey to America is miserable 
(“the emigrant has to undertake 
the arduous voyage”) 
journey to America is expensive 
(“he must work off his debt as a 
slave or as a miserable 
servant.”) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

land is available (“there is room 
enough for them all”) 
land is affordable (“A little 
money saved of the good wages 
they receive there … enables 
them to buy the land”) 
people can get richer (“poor 
people … in a few years become 
wealthy farmers”) 
immigrants couldn’t get richer 
back in Europe (“[they would] 
never have emerged from the 
poor condition wherein they 
were born”) 

Why do you think Mittelberger 
doesn’t mention how cheap 
land is in America, and 
Franklin doesn’t mention how 
expensive the voyage is from 
Europe to America? 

 
Each writer probably doesn’t want to bring up those topics because 
it would make their arguments less convincing. 
 
 
 
 

How reliable is each author 
about this topic? How does 
each man know what life is 
like for immigrants? 

Mittelberger has personal 
experience since he immigrated 
to America. 

Franklin was native-born in the 
colonies. He knew about 
immigrants from living in 
several colonial cities and 
traveling to Europe. However, he 
did not have first-hand 
experience. 

What biases might each 
author have about this topic? 

Mittelberger might have had a 
bad experience in America, and 
he may think that all other 
immigrants will, too. His 
perspective might be too 
narrow. 
 

Since Franklin has never been 
an immigrant himself, he might 
underestimate how hard it is for 
immigrants to be successful in 
America. His perspective might 
be too wide. 

What might each author stand 
to gain or lose by writing this? 

Since he decided to go back to 
Germany, Mittelberger might 
want to protect his reputation 
(what other people think of him).  

Franklin might be trying to get 
more immigrants to come to 
America so that the colonies 
become more prosperous. He’s 
a businessman, so that could 
mean more customers for him. 
 

 


