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[In America] strangers

1
 are welcome, because there is room enough for them all, and therefore 

the old inhabitants
2
 are not jealous of them….[If an immigrant] does not bring a fortune with him, 

he must work and be industrious
3
 to live. One or two years' residence

4
 gives him all the rights of a 

citizen; but the government does not … hire people to become settlers, by paying; their 
passages

5
, giving land, Negroes

6
, utensils

7
, stock

8
, or any other kind of emolument

9
 whatsoever. 

In short, America is the land of labor, and by no means what the English call Lubberland
10

, and 
the French Pays de Cocagne, where the streets are said to be paved with half-peck

11
 loaves, the 

houses tiled with pancakes, and where fowls
12

 fly about already roasted, crying, Come eat me!  
 
Who then are the kind of persons to whom an emigration to America may be advantageous? And 
what are the advantages they may reasonably expect?  
 
Land being cheap in that country, from the vast forests still void

13
 of inhabitants, and not likely to 

be occupied in an age to come, insomuch that the propriety
14

 of a hundred acres of fertile soil full 
of wood may be obtained near the frontiers, in many places, for eight or ten guineas

15
, hearty 

young laboring men, who understand the husbandry
16

 of corn and cattle, which is nearly the 
same in that country as in Europe, may easily establish themselves there. A little money saved of 
the good wages they receive there, while they work for others, enables them to buy the land and 
begin their plantation, in which they are assisted by the good-will of their neighbors, and some 
credit. Multitudes

17
 of poor people from England, Scotland, Ireland, and Germany, have by this 

means, in a few years become wealthy farmers, who, in their own countries, where all the lands 
are fully occupied, and the wages of labor low, could never have emerged from the poor condition 
wherein they were born.  
 
(Credit: From Franklin, Benjamin “Information to Those Who Would Remove to America” <i>The 
Complete Works of Benjamin Franklin; including his private as well as his official and scientific 
correspondence, and numerous letters and documents now for the first time printed, with many others not 
included in any former collection, also, the unmutilated and correct version of his autobiography</i> 
Bigelow, John, ed. Volume Vll, G.P. Putnam's Sons, Knickerbocker Press, New York, 1887, 172-178.) 
 
 
 
 

                                                     
1
 immigrants from Europe 

2
 people who live in an area 

3
 busy working in a clever and productive way 

4
 living in a country or area 

5 transportation to America 
6
 by “Negroes” Franklin probably means African slaves 

7
 tools or farming equipment 

8
 farm animals 

9
 payment 

10
 an imaginary land of extreme luxury and ease 

11
 a volume about the size of a gallon jug 

12
 birds raised for food 

13
 empty 

14
 ownership 

15
 type of British money; 8 or 10 guineas was equal to about  2 years’ wages 

16
 methods of farming 

17
 very many 


