
STUDENT HANDOUT 1: Gottlieb Mittelberger Describes the System of Recruiting German 
Colonists, and the Suffering They Endured (1754)  

 
Occupations vary, but work is strenuous

1
 in this new land; and many who have just come into the 

country at an advanced
2
 age must labor hard for their bread until they die. I will not even speak of 

the young people. Most jobs involve cutting timber
3
, felling

4
 oak trees, and levelling, or as one 

says there, clearing, great tracts
5
 of forest, roots and all. … 

 
Our Europeans who have been purchased must work hard all the time. For new fields are 
constantly being laid out; and thus they learn from experience that oak tree stumps are just as 
hard in America as they are in Germany. …  
 
However hard one may have had to work in his native land, conditions are bound to be equally 
tough or even tougher in the new country. Furthermore the emigrant

6
 has to undertake the 

arduous
7
 voyage, which means not only that he must suffer more misery for half a year than he 

would have to suffer doing the hardest labor, but also that he must spend approximately two 
hundred florins

8
 which no one will refund to him. If he has that much money, he loses it; if he 

does not have it, he must work off his debt as a slave or as a miserable servant. So let people 
stay in their own country and earn their keep honestly for themselves and their families. 
Furthermore, I want to say that those people who may let themselves be talked into something 
and seduced

9
 into the voyage by the thieves of human beings are the biggest fools if they really 

believe that in America or Pennsylvania roasted pigeons are going to fly into their mouths without 
their having to work for them.  
 
 
 
(Credit: Excerpt from Gottlieb Mittelberger, <i>Journey to Pennsylvania in the year 1750 and 
Return to Germany in the year 1754,</i> Containing not only a Description of the Country 
According to its Present Condition …. Translated from the German by Carl Theo. Eben, member 
of the German Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia: John Jos. McVey, 1898.) 

  
 

                                                     
1
 tiring and difficult 

2
 old or elderly 

3
 wood suitable for building or for carpentry 

4
 cutting down 

5
 an area of land 

6
 A person who leaves one's country to live elsewhere 

7
 difficult 

8
 type of British money; 200 florins was equal to 6 or 7 years’ wages 

9
 to lead astray with false promises 


