
Essay Assessment Rubric

Essay Assignment: Select one topic from the educational topic list covered in class between Dr. Benjamin 
Rush and Benjamin Franklin and compare and contrast their ideas. Include your own ideas about that 
topic and explain their similarity or difference by taking into consideration the historical events and 
societal conditions of today and the Enlightenment era of Rush and Franklin.

Excellent (5) Good (4) Proficient (3) Needs Work (2-0)
Content Work displays a 

thorough 
understanding of 
the ideas of Rush 
and Franklin, 
insightful comment 
from the student’s 
perspective, and 
intelligent 
discussion of 
relevant historical 
events that 
impacted these 
points of view. 

Work shows 
concrete 
understanding of 
the ideas of Rush 
and Franklin, 
appropriate 
comment from the 
student’s 
perspective, and 
nice discussion of 
relevant historical 
events that 
impacted these 
view points.

Work shows basic 
understanding of 
the ideas of Rush 
and Franklin, 
comment from 
student that is 
functional, and 
minimal discussion 
of a least one 
historical event 
impacting these 
points.

Work may not 
include all 
elements of 
content or may 
show 
misunderstanding 
of content.

Organization Student provides 
an introduction, 
body, and 
conclusion. Clear 
and smooth 
transitions are 
used. Organization 
is logical and 
intuitive.  

Work shows clear 
introduction, body, 
and conclusion. 
Transitions are 
mostly smooth and 
functional. 
Organization is 
logical. 

All components of 
the essay are 
there, but may lack 
logical and clear 
organizing.

Missing 
components of 
essay (such as 
introduction or 
conclusion). Lack 
of transitions 
between thoughts. 
Lack of written 
organization or 
illogical/confusing 
organization. 

Writing Style Sentence structure 
varied in 
complexity. 
Excellent word 
choice. High 
vocabulary level.
Voice of student is 
apparent.

Sentence structure 
is somewhat 
varied. Good word 
choice. Vocabulary 
is at grade-level or 
above.

Sentence structure 
is basic. Some 
awkward word 
choice. Vocabulary 
at grade-level.

Simple sentence 
structure. 
Vocabulary below 
grade level. 

Conventions Spelling and 
grammar are 
correct, as is 
punctuation.  Well 
presented.

Only one or two 
convention errors.
Well presented.

More than three 
convention errors.

More than five 
convention errors 
or task incomplete.


