
Teacher Guide to Student Worksheet 3-Joseph Leidy with Bone 
 

Directions:  Observe the photograph “Joseph Leidy with Bone” for approximately two 
minutes then answer the questions below. 
 

 

1. What is your first impression after observing the photograph? 
Answers may vary. Sample response might include: 
My first impression of this photograph is “wow”, where did the large bone the man is 
standing beside come from?  Is the bone real?  Who is the man in the picture and why  
is he posing beside a bone? 

 

2. Describe what you see in the photograph (e.g. people, objects, activities). 
People-A man dressed in a suit. 
Objects-A bone as large as the man. 
Activities-The man is simply posing with a large bone. 

 

3. Based upon what you observed in the photograph, what might you infer about the 
individual, his job, and the significance of the object? 
Answers may vary. Sample responses might include: 

• I infer that the individual is a man of intelligence and importance. 

• The man discovered the large bone; and, therefore, he is having his picture taken 
with it. 

• The bone comes from a very large animal, perhaps a dinosaur.  

 

4. What questions does this photograph raise in your mind? 
Answers may vary. Sample responses might include: 

• Who is the man in the picture? 

• What does the large bone come from? 

• Where did the large bone come from? 

• What is the size and weight of the bone? 

• Why is the man posing with the bone? 

 

5. What might the bone be from? 
Dinosaur 
Large mammal 
 

6. What job might this man have and what challenges might he face in this 
profession? 
The man is a paleontologist. A paleontologist studies fossils of dinosaurs and other 
creatures to learn what the earth was like long ago. A paleontologist might be faced with 
many challenges. For example, the age and condition of fossils found might make it 
difficult to accurately identify the object. Critical pieces might also be missing making it 
difficult to identify from what animal the fossil came. A paleontologist would need to know 
a lot about anatomy to know where different fossils are supposed to be placed in 
recreating the animal. If the animal had not been discovered before, he would not have 
any record of the way this prehistoric animal looked.   

 

 

 

 

Adapted from The U.S. National Archives and Records Administration at 
http://www.archives.gov/educational/lessons/worksheets/photo.html 


