
Teacher Guide to Student Worksheet 1- Pennsylvania Boxer 
Fact Sheet

i. Joe Palooka: fictional

1. Palooka was modeled on a local “palooka” from the anthracite coal region. 

2. Joe was the ideal an image of the “club fighter”, the pug.

3. Palooka was a mainstay of newspaper comic strips; he was created by Hammond 

Fischer, a resident of Wilkes-Barre, which today honors Joe Palooka with a Mountain 

being named after him

ii. Bernard Hopkins: factual

1. Hopkins is nick-named “The Executioner”.

2. He defended his middleweight belt many times, defeating La Hoya and then partnering 

with him to promote East coast boxers

3. Hopkins is famous as a Philly fighter, an old school fighter.  He rose from the streets, 

through prison, to become world famous in his sport.

iii. Tommy Loughran: factual

1. Tommy was from an immigrant family, and found success in many areas of his life: 

personal, financial, athletic, and socially as a speaker

2. In 1927, he became light heavyweight champion after defeating Mike McTigue. He fought 

many of the greats of his generation.

3. Loughran moved up to heavyweight and challenged Primo Carnera.

iv. Rocky Balboa: fictional



1. Sylvester Stallone’s character in the portrays a good-hearted pug who takes advantage 

of his opportunity and challenges the reigning Heavyweight champ.

2. Rocky was nick-named “The Italian Stallion”.

3. Rocky is the classic underdog who epitomizes the values of the perseverance and hard 

work. He is not twisted by fame, but recognizes the importance of character and love.

v. Joe Frazier: factual

1. Joe was born in South Carolina, but is considered a Philadelphia fighter.

2. Frazier’s fights against Muhammad Ali are considered some of the best in modern 

boxing history.

3. After the fight in Manila, Ali, who had previously insulted Frazier, showed signs of 

respect toward the opponent: one of Frazier’s great traits is earning respect even in 

defeat.


