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Joe Palooka Bernard 
Hopkins

Tommy 
Loughran

Rocky 
Balboa

Joe Frazier

Real/Fictional 
Character

fictional real real fictional real

Background 
(“birth date”, 
economic 
status)

1921-1984,
Lower class,
Coal region

January 15, 
1965
Raymond 
Rosen 
housing 
projects: 
Philly

November 
29, 1902, 
Philadelphia

Film: 1976
Set in 
Philadelphia,
Lower class

January 12, 
1944; son of a 
SC 
sharecropper; 
worked out in 
Philly gyms

Nickname “Palooka” 
became a 
nickname 
applied to 
others

The 
Executioner

Phantom of 
Philly

The Italian 
Stallion

Smokin’ Joe

Style of 
fighting or 
particular 
fighting skill

Modeled on 
the current 
heavyweight 
champ

Orthodox; 
tough
“old school”

Quick attack: 
punches 
based on 
accuracy and 
timing, not 
power; 
became a 
southpaw 
after right 
hand injury

“old school” 
toughness; 
southpaw; 
gives and 
takes flurries 
of abuse 

Orthodox; one 
of the few 
men able to 
get inside of 
Ali’s jab; 
trademark left 
hook; 
relentless

Fight 
highlights of 
career

When Joe 
Louis 
became 
champ, the 
decision was 
made to 
keep Joe 
Palooka as 
an 
unchanged 
character

the USBA 
regional 
middleweight 
belt 1992;
IBF 1995 mid-
weight; 2001 
undisputed 
world 
middleweight 
champion; 
2004 
defended the 
title against la 
Hoya

the 1927-
1929 
undefeated 
Light-
Heavyweight 
Boxing 
Champion of 
the world; 
defeated 
several future 
heavyweight 
champs while 
still a light 
heavyweight

Bout with 
reigning 
champ, 
Apollo Creed; 
becoming the 
champ and 
defending the 
title in 
sequels

heavyweight 
champ from 
1968 until 
1973; 
remembered 
for three great 
matches 
against Ali

Personal
Achievements

One of the 
most 
successful 
sports comic 
strips of all 
-time

Rising out of 
gang activity 
and prison 
through 
boxing and 
Islam

WWII service 
as a Marine; 
success 
investing;
Hall of Fame 
Induction

Becoming a 
“somebody” 
by going the 
distance with 
Creed; falling 
in love with 
“Adrian”

Frazier 
remains 
consistent in 
his 
competitive 
fire; he 
believes that 
he beat Ali all 
three times
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