
Student Handout 4-Tommy Loughran

Despite having fought in the early half of the last century, Tommy Loughran still has an active fan 

base. He was a prolific fighter, totaling 172 bouts in his career (he won 94—17 by KO—lost 23, 

drew 9, fought 45 to a “No Decision” result, and recorded one “No Contest”). In his long career, 

he fought in divisions ranging from the welterweight to the heavyweight. Considered to be a quick 

fighter who lacked a powerful knockout punch, Loughran nevertheless went undefeated from 

1919, the year of his first professional fight, until he came up against Harry Greb in 1923. His 

style of fighting was based on timing and quickness of the punch, but an injury early in his career 

influenced his techniques. As the sparring partner for heavyweight great, Jack Dempsey, 

Loughran tried to get the aging boxer to improve his quickness in preparation for his bout against 

Gene Tunney. Loughran, who became known as the “Phantom of Philly”, fought against other 

notables, like the erratic James Braddock and Harry Grebe. 

When he broke his right hand, after just two years of fighting, Tommy was forced to rely on his 

left, which became known as one of the best in the history of the Light Heavyweight Division. 

After having great success in that division, Loughran moved up to the Heavyweight Division. He 

fought well there, until given a chance at the title versus Primo Carnera, a six foot, 270 giant. With 

Loughran weighing in at 184, it stands today as the greatest disparity of weight between fighters 

in a heavyweight title match. All of Loughran’s skills as a boxer were negated by Carnera’s size 

advantage. Carnera’s left jab kept Tommy from moving inside. Loughran lasted the fifteen rounds, 

but lost by judges’ decision.

Loughran grew up in a poor immigrant family in South Philadelphia. Through boxing and personal 

devotion to his faith (as a devout Catholic, he attended daily Mass) he rose to personal success 

within and outside the world of boxing. During World War II, he enrolled in the Marines and after 

the war he found success investing on Wall Street. Loughran  remained a sought-after speaker 

later in life, and was inducted into the International Boxing Hall of Fame in 1991.
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Original Caption: 3/1/1934-Miami, FL: Using his greater height and weight to 
advantage, Primo Carnera successfully defended his heavyweight championship 
against Tommy Loughran when he was awarded the decision at the end of 15 
rounds. With Carnera towering over him, Loughran is shown here missing a left  
lead to the champion’s head. 
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