
Student Handout 1-Joe Palooka

Joe Palooka was a comic strip character created by Ham Fisher after a meeting between Ham 

and a local boxer outside a Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania poolroom in 1921. Basically, the 

“palooka”, as a type modeled on the character of the comic strip, reveals a person naturally suited 

to boxing physically and mentally: he recognizes duty and doing what is right; he may not be the 

most agile, but he can weather a storm of punches and still hang around to deal out a few. In 

other words, Joe was a “club fighter”, a pug. Although the identity of the Joe Palooka comic strip 

sports hero changed in character traits and style, as he was often modeled on the reigning 

Heavyweight champion, he remained always the fighter that represented the “little guy”.  Because 

of Palooka’s traits, as a good-hearted, but not always mentally acute, the title became 

synonymous with athletes who perform well despite having some traits which could hold them 

back. Eventually, Joe’s character became so popular that twelve movies were made about him. At 

the comic strip’s height, about 900 newspapers carried the stories about the fictional boxer, who, 

in his last appearance in 1984, retires to Ham Fisher’s hometown of Wilkes-Barre. South of town 

there is a mountain named “Joe Palooka Mountain” in honor of Joe.



Joe Palooka, Champion of Democracy

Joe Palooka was a 1940s-era comic-book hero who symbolized American individualism, 
self-reliance, and direct action. The 10-feet high, 10-ton Palooka monument, carved by 
local stonecutter George Hitchcock, was a reminder to all of America's hard-won 
freedoms. The stone statue of Palooka, with a cape making him resemble Superman, was 
dedicated in 1948 by his creator, Ham Fisher. The monument dedication was held in 
Bedford as part of the area's centennial festivities, but Joe was moved permanently to 
Oolitic, Indiana in 1984. 
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