
Student Handout 4-Letter from Jim Thorpe to Mr. Sullivan

"When the interview with Mr. Clancy, stating that I had played baseball on the 
Winston Salem team, was shown me I told Mr. Warner that it was not true, and, 
in fact, I did not play on that team. But so much has been said in the papers 
since then that I went to the school authorities this morning and told them just 
what there was in the stories.

“I played baseball at Rocky Mount, and at Fayetteville. N.C., in the summers of 
1909 and 1910, under my own name. On the same team I played with were 
several college men from the North, who were earning money by ball playing 
during their vacations and who were regarded as amateurs at home. I did not 
play for the money there was in it, because my property brings me in enough 
money to live on, but because I liked to play ball. I was not very wise in ways of 
the world and did not realize this was wrong, and it would make me a 
professional in track sports, although I learned from the other players that it 
would be better for me not to let any one know that I was playing, and for that 
reason I never told any one at the school about it until today.

"In the fall of 1911 I applied for readmission to this school and came back to 
continue my studies and take part in the school sports, and of course I wanted to 
get on the Olympic team and take the trip to Stockholm. I had Mr. Warner send in 
my application for registering in the A.A.U. after I had answered the questions 
and signed it, and I received my card allowing me to compete in the winter meets 
and other track sports. I never realized until new what a big mistake I made by 
keeping it a secret about my ball playing and I am sorry I did so. I hope I will 
partly excused by the fact that I was simply an Indian school boy, and did not 
know all about such things. In fact, I did not know that I was doing wrong, 
because I was doing what I knew several other college men had done, except 
that they did not use their own names.

"I have always liked sport and only played or run-races for the fun of the thing 
and never to earn money. I have received offers amounting to thousands of 
dollars since my victories last summer, but I have turned them all down because I 
did not care to make money from my athletic skill. I am very sorry, Mr. Sullivan, to 
have it all spoiled in this way, and I hope the Amateur Athletic Union and the 
people will not be too hard in judging me. 

Yours truly
"JAMES THORPE."

Transcribed as printed in “’Jim’ Thorpe Professional, Pleads Guilty as 
Charged,” The Washington Post, January 28, 1913.


