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TWO VIEWS OF THORPE, WHO HAS BEEN STRIPPED OF HIS 
AMATUER STANDING AND RECORD- TWO FAMOUS TROPHIES 

HE WON

NEW YORK, January 31 -  The amateur athletic world never received a 
greater surprise than when Jim Thorpe,  of  Carlisle, the greatest all around 
athlete that this or any other country has ever known – Jim Thorpe the 
wonderful Indian football, baseball, basketball and lacrosse player, broad 
and high jumper, hurdler and sprinter – laurelled by a king and acclaimed by 
millions – admitted he was a professional.  One small indiscretion of his 
athletic youth has come forward on this late day, after he had won all the 
glories that he could be gained in his chosen field, and he finds himself 
branded as a “professional”, the most heinous offense that can be committed 
among amateurs. It seems a very little thing that this great Carlisle star did. 
In the summers of 1909 and 1910 he played baseball for money for the 
Rocky Mount team of the Eastern Carolina association, as well as with the 
Fayetteville team of the same league – a league that stands for all the 
professional ball players means when he refers scornfully to the “bushes”. 
Today this league, probably never very hale and hearty in its most 
prosperous days, is defunct, but it lived long enough to furnish a means for 
the amateur destruction of the greatest athlete of all times.  All the material 
honors that Thorpe gained in the Olympic games of 1912 – the trophies and 
whatnots – have been stripped from the Indian holder, and they will be 
returned to their donors.  None of the marvelous records will stand.  They 
will be wiped out completely, as if they never existed, although it is rather 
doubtful that this summary method will remove them from the memory of 
people who follow athletic events.  Picture on right shows Thorpe in a 
baseball uniform.  Bust of the king of Sweden was captured by Thorpe when 
he won the pentathlon at the Olympic games.  The bust of the Viking ship, 
given by the czar of Russia, was turned over to the Indian when he captured 
the decathlon.  Thorpe may take up professional baseball this summer. 
Several big league clubs are after his services.  

- The Fort Wayne Journal Gazette
       February 1, 1913


