
1. First, prepare your work area by covering it with plenty of newspapers. Also, make 
sure you have several “thirsty” towels nearby, since making paper can be a wet, 
messy process.

2. Fill the dishpan between half and two-thirds of the way with water. From your 
teacher, get a batch of pulp, add it to the water, and gently mix with your hand. Be 
sure to stir the slurry frequently as you go, since the pulp tends to settle on the 
bottom of the vat. The thicker your slurry, the thicker your paper will be. If the mixture 
looks cloudy, it will make thin sheets of paper. If it looks milky, the sheets will be 
thicker. As you pull sheets you will need to add more pulp to keep the mixture thick 
enough. 

3. Dip the deckle in the dishpan and move it around to get an even coating of the pulp 
mixture on the screen. With a smooth and swift motion, lift the deckle out of the vat. 
(This is called “pulling” a sheet of paper.) If the pulp is uneven or clumped on the 
deckle, simply put it under the water and try again. After you have pulled an even 
sheet of paper, allow excess water to drain back into the vat. Set the deckle on one 
of the towels to let more of the water drain off.

4. In a quick motion, flip the deckle onto the newspaper. Lift the deckle off the new 
sheet of paper; the damp piece of paper should remain on the newspaper. If it 
doesn’t separate from the deckle, you may have lifted too fast or there is still too 
much water in the paper.

5. Gently press the new piece of paper dry with a towel. Allow it to dry overnight. To 
make it smooth, press under some heavy books. 

6. Congratulations! You’ve made your very own paper.


