Teacher Guide to Student Worksheet 1- NARA Photo Analysis Worksheet 

Primary Source #1

Step 1:  Observation

A. Study the photograph for 2 minutes. Form an overall impression of the photograph and then examine individual items. Next, divide the photo into quadrants and study each section to see what new details become visible.

B. Use the Chart below to list people, objects, and activities in the photograph.

	People
	Objects
	Activities

	Coal Miners
	Hand Drill
	Coal Man drilling coal

	
	Shovels
	Coal Man shoveling coal

	
	Hat with Light
	

	
	Coal
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Step 2:  Inference

Based upon what you have observed above, list three things you might infer from this photograph. Examples include….
1. One man is drilling for coal and another is shoveling it.

2. Mining was hard, dirty, and dangerous work.
3. Miners had poor health as a result of coal dust and hard labor.

Step 3:  Questions

A. What questions does this photograph raise in your mind?  Examples include….

1. What dangers did the coal miners face while working in the mine?

2. How many hours did a miner work?

3. How was coal mined?

4. How can the miners see in the mines?

B. Where could you find answers to your questions?  Examples include…
1. Interview

2. Journals/Diaries

3. Maps/Diagrams

4. Letters

5. Legal Documents

Adapted from  the US National Archives and Records Administration http://www.archives.gov/educational/lessons/worksheets/photo.html
Teacher Guide to Student Worksheet 1-  NARA Photo Analysis Worksheet

Primary Source #2

Step 1:  Observation

A. Study the photograph for 2 minutes. Form an overall impression of the photograph and then examine individual items. Next, divide the photo into quadrants and study each section to see what new details become visible.

B. Use the Chart below to list people, objects, and activities in the photograph.

	People
	Objects
	Activities

	None
	Coal Cars
	Two Coal cars are loaded with coal inside of a mine

	
	Tracks
	

	
	Coal
	

	
	Chains
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Step 2:  Inference

Based upon what you have observed above, list three things you might infer from this photograph. Examples include…
1 . There appears to be very little space in the mines.

2   Based upon the size of the coal and the amount within each car, we can infer that mining was  

    very physically laborious and dangerous.

3. Coal was transported out of the mines by coal cars on tracks. Miners hit by coal cars could be   

    severely injured. 

Step 3:  Questions

A. What questions does this photograph raise in your mind?  Examples include…
1. What techniques were used to mine coal?

2. How were the cars pulled through the mines?

3. What were the dangers of using the coal cars?

4. How much coal was mined daily, yearly, etc..?

B. Where could you find answers to your questions?  Examples include…
1. Interview

2. Journals/Diaries

3. Maps/Diagrams

4. Letters

5. Legal Documents

Adapted from the US National Archives and Records Administration  http://www.archives.gov/educational/lessons/worksheets/photo.html
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Primary Source #3

Step 1:  Observation

A. Study the photograph for 2 minutes. Form an overall impression of the photograph and then examine individual items. Next, divide the photo into quadrants and study each section to see what new details become visible.

B. Use the Chart below to list people, objects, and activities in the photograph.

	People
	Objects
	Activities

	5 men
	Cage with bird
	Man holding up a cage with a bird in it

	
	Helmets with Lights
	Men breathing through masks and tanks

	
	Cave
	Men wearing/holding lights

	
	Tanks and Masks
	Men are looking at bird in the cage

	
	Lights
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Step 2:  Inference

Based upon what you have observed above, list three things you might infer from this photograph. Examples include…

1. The air must be dangerous to breathe because the men are wearing masks.

2. The men are observing/testing the air.

3. The area must be dark due to the lights on the men’s’ helmets.

Step 3:  Questions

A. What questions does this photograph raise in your mind?  Examples include…
1. What is in the cage?  

2. Where are the men located?

3. Why are the men wearing masks?

4. What are the men doing?

B. Where could you find answers to your questions?  Examples include…

1. Interview

2. Journals/Diaries

3. Maps/Diagrams

4. Letters

5. Legal Documents

Adapted from the US National Archives and Records Administration http://www.archives.gov/educational/lessons/worksheets/photo.html
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Primary Source #4

Step 1:  Observation

A. Study the photograph for 2 minutes. Form an overall impression of the photograph and then examine individual items. Next, divide the photo into quadrants and study each section to see what new details become visible.

B. Use the Chart below to list people, objects, and activities in the photograph.

	People
	Objects
	Activities

	7 Coal Boys/Young Men
	3 Mules/Donkeys
	Young men/boys leading mules/donkeys out of the mine

	Boys of different nationalities

(e.g. African, European, etc…)
	Helmets with Lights
	

	
	Coal Car Tracks
	

	
	Harnesses and Chains on Mules/Donkeys
	

	
	Electric Lines
	

	
	Hose to fuel light on hats
	

	
	Support beams for entrance to mine
	


Step 2:  Inference

Based upon what you have observed above, list three things you might infer from this photograph. Examples include…

1. Young men and boys worked in the mines.

2. Due to their age, many boys could be easily injured and killed by doing work that was too difficult for them.

3. Boys working in the mines were probably uneducated and had very little free time to be a “kid”.

Step 3:  Questions

A. What questions does this photograph raise in your mind?  Examples include…

1. Why were young men and boys working in the mines?

2. At what age could a boy be employed to work in the mines?

3. What kind of jobs would boys be given and what dangers did they face?

4. How did mining impact the life of a boy?
B. Where could you find answers to your questions?  Examples include…
1. Interview

2. Journals/Diaries

3. Maps/Diagrams

4. Letters

5. Legal Document

Adapted from the US National Archives and Records Administration http://www.archives.gov/educational/lessons/worksheets/photo.html
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Primary Source #5

Step 1:  Observation

A. Study the photograph for 2 minutes. Form an overall impression of the photograph and then examine individual items. Next, divide the photo into quadrants and study each section to see what new details become visible.

B. Use the Chart below to list people, objects, and activities in the photograph.

	People
	Objects
	Activities

	Coal Miner
	Donkeys/Mules
	Coal Miner leading 3 donkeys/mules out of coal mine

	
	Harnesses and Chains
	Donkeys/mules are pulling coal cars full of coal

	
	Coal Car with Coal
	

	
	Coal Tracks
	

	
	Wooden Beams to support coal mine
	

	
	Helmet with light
	

	
	
	


Step 2:  Inference

Based upon what you have observed above, list three things you might infer from this photograph. Examples include…

1. Mules/donkeys were used to pull the coal cars out of the mines.

2. The coal cars were heavy when loaded.

3. The weight of a coal car could be very dangerous if it hit a miner.

Step 3:  Questions

A. What questions does this photograph raise in your mind?  Examples include…

1. What was the average weight of a loaded coal car?

2. What dangers did the miners and animals face whose job was to transport the coal out of the 

     mines?

3. How much coal was mined daily, yearly, etc..?

4. How well were the animals cared for?

B. Where could you find answers to your questions?  Examples include…
1. Interview

2. Journals/Diaries

3. Maps/Diagrams

4. Letters

5. Legal Documents

Adapted from the US National Archives and Records Administration http://www.archives.gov/educational/lessons/worksheets/photo.html
