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We the employees of the ceuouucw' Coal
Company of Somerset County, have been on strike for marly
six months for the right to be organized and have our em-
ployers sign a contract that will guarantee us the same wa-
ges and conditions as four-fifths of the other coal miners
of the country, We have gone through every form of cruelty
that the Consolidation Coal Company and their paid armed
guards could devise to break our spirit and drive us back
to work under the same conditions as when we came out, Ve
have been thrown out of our homes; intimidated and beaten,
Owr wives and ourselves have been arrested and thrown in
Jail, Women and children have been insulted. We have suf=-
fered the pahgs of hunger. Our children havent shees or
clothes to cover their bodies as they should be covered. Win=
ter is coming and we need many things to see us through the
cold weather. We therefore appeal to all public spirited men
and women to help us in our battle for industrial freedom for
our women, children and ourselves. We have worked for many
years for the Consolidation Coal Company under intolerable con=
ditions. We did not have any say as to waat our wages or work-
ing conditions were. Ve had no checkweighman to see that we got
honest weight and to look after our cars tnat were lost in tran-
8it, between the working place and the tipple. We did dead work
for nothing, meny times working hours at a time without pay. The
towns we lived in under the Consolidation Coal Company were not
free towns but were closely guarded by armed guards, spotters
and spies. lMost of the Company Doctors whom we paid from our
wages but HAd no say in hiring or directing, were against us
also, Host of the petty bosses were used as gum-shce men, to
watch what we did and listen tc what we said and report us to
the compeny. When strangers ceme to town they were watched b¥
company_guards, witil they found out vho they were and what
their ~busiress wes and if their business was ot suitable to the
company they were ordered to leave town, We did not even have the
right to vote as we pleased, but were intimidated by ermed guerds
and compa officials as to how and for whom we should vote. We
are fighting for the right to live as free American citizens and
to"live our 1livee in our own way, under the laws of the United
States of America, not under the laws of a privately-owned and
tyrannicel coal company.

We are sure that if the people of Somerset County
end other parts of our country knew how the Consolidation Coal
Company treated ite employees, before we came on sirike and
since, they would not stand for such treatment but would demand
that this and other similar compamies in Somerset County would
sign a contract with us, and treat us the same as the great ma~
Jority of coal miners in this Country are treated by their em-
Ployers,
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PENNSYLVANIA STATE MINING REPORTS

BERWIND-WHITE COAL MINING COMPANY’S MINES IN THE WINDBER AREA:  

FATAL ACCIDENTS, 1897-1918

	Date
	 Name of Person
	Occupation
	Age
	Marital Status
	Children
	Nation-

ality
	Name of

Colliery
	 County
	Nature and Cause of Accident in Brief



	1897

June 14
	LIPKO, JOE
	Miner
	24
	…
	…
	…
	Yellow Run Shaft, Dunlo
	Cambria
	Killed by a fall of coal.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1898

Feb. 9
	LULLY, ANDY
	Spragger

on motor
	 23
	Single
	…
	…
	Eureka No. 30
	Somerset
	This young man was running past his motor to turn a switch and he fell before the motor and was run over; he jumped off the motor on the wrong side, which necessitated his crossing the track ahead of the motor to reach the switch, so when he fell he was caught as stated.

	1898

April

15
	EDMUSTON, 

DAVID E.
	Laborer
	 18
	Single
	…
	…
	Eureka No. 33
	 Somerset   
	This man was killed by a large fall of rock in the shape of a large pot or boiler, a very dangerous piece of rock in mines; this piece of rock had been tested by mine foreman less than an hour before it fell, and sounded solid; this was an unavoidable accident.



	Date
	Name of Person
	Occupa-tion
	Age
	Marital Status
	Child-ren
	Nation-

ality
	Name of

Colliery
	County
	Nature and Cause of Accident in Brief



	1898

May 7
	COIRGIN, REUBEN
	Spragger on motor
	 18
	Single
	…
	…
	Eureka No. 30
	Somerset
	It was difficult to tell what caused the death of this young man; it was claimed that he complained in the morning of pain in his stomach and during this morning the motor upon which he worked was hauling some large timber into the mine and the timbers became moved out of position and they stopped the trip to straighten them up.  The motorman was at one end of timber which was possibly twenty feet long and this young man at the other, and in moving timber which was direct under the trolley wire, he gave one groan and fell over dead.  Whether he touched the wire or not is a question; the doctor claimed that body showed no indications of death by electricity and he thought it might have been heart trouble.



	1898

June 4
	KOSSTYO, MIKE


	Laborer
	 20
	Single
	…
	…
	Eureka No. 30
	Somerset
	Was pushing a car and standing in water, and the back of his neck touched the trolley wire which killed him instantly.



	Date
	Name of Person
	Occupa-  tion
	Age
	Marital Status
	Child-ren
	Nation-

ality
	Name of Colliery
	County
	Nature and Cause of Accident in Brief



	1898

July 8
	SAMBOL, MIKE
	Miner
	35
	Married
	2
	…
	Yellow Run Shaft, Dunlo
	Cambria
	Was killed by a fall of roof, which a good practical miner would have propped and made it secure.

	1898

July 27 
	HARCHICK, JOHN 
	Miner
	 30
	Married
	4
	…
	Eureka No. 30
	Somerset
	This man was killed by a fall of rock, there were two others with him who barely escaped the same fate; it was a very treacherous piece of top, and the foreman had just tested it and it seemed safe and solid.

	1898

Nov. 29
	DYKE, MIKE
	Miner
	 43
	Married
	2
	…
	Eureka No. 31
	Somerset
	Skull crushed by a fall of coal for lack of it being sprigged.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1899

Jan. 21
	KOBAL, JOHN
	Loader
	 40
	Married
	4
	…
	Eureka No. 32
	Somerset
	Killed by electricity.  He ran his car out across the main heading track, and when under the trolley wire he stood up and struck the back of his head against the naked wire.  He had been sick with the grip for a couple of weeks, and this was his first day to work, therefore was in a bad condition to stand the shock.



	Date
	Name of Person
	Occupa-     tion
	Age
	Marital Status
	Child-ren
	Nation-

ality
	Name of Colliery
	County
	Nature and Cause of Accident in Brief



	1899

Mar. 1
	HOLIGAN, MICHAEL 
	Rock man
	 40
	Single
	…
	…
	Eureka No. 32
	Somerset
	Crushed under large piece of rock.  He was barring it down, his bar slipped, which threw him just as it was falling and it caught him on the back of the head, and killed him instantly.



	1899

June 7
	MUDOCK, STEVE
	Loader
	 29
	Married
	2
	…
	Eureka No. 30
	Somerset
	Killed by electricity.  He was pushing a car on to face of heading where he was working, and was standing at time he touched his head against the wire.



	1899

June 26
	FOREMAN, ROBERT
	Trackman
	 26
	Single
	…
	…
	Eureka No. 32
	Somerset
	Killed by electricity. He was working in one of the cross headings pulling up an old switch, and being a long time at the job, one of the men went to look for him and found him lying dead; his work was done, and it was supposed that he was rising up to leave when some of the tools on his back touched the wire.



	Date
	Name of Person
	Occupa-     tion
	Age
	Marital Status
	Child-ren
	Nation-

ality
	Name of Colliery
	County
	Nature and Cause of Accident in Brief



	1899

Nov. 14
	IGLETSKI, JACOB
	Loader
	 35 
	Single
	…
	…
	Eureka No. 31
	Somerset
	This man came in contact with the trolley wire; he turned to the side to get out of the way of the motor, and went on the side the trolley wire was on, instead of the other side where there was a width of over 3 feet from rail to rib.

	1899

Nov. 16
	[ADAMCIK] ADAMICK,  PETER
	Loader
	 21
	…
	…
	…
	Eureka No. 31
	Somerset
	Killed by a car striking him on the stomach.  He was working in a heading which was going to the dip heavily, and while the motor was pulling cars out he was instructed by his foreman to get into the cross-cut until cars were pulled over the summit, but this time at least he did not, and a coupling broke and let a car down, which struck the one he was loading, and it struck him on the stomach and killed him.

	1899

Dec. 2
	AUBRY, THOMAS
	Trapper
	 13
	Single
	…
	…
	Eureka No. 30
	Somerset
	This boy jumped on the front end of a trip of empty cars that was being pushed into the heading, and they jumped the track, and crushed his leg so that it had to be amputated, and he died in about one hour and a half after. 
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