
Teacher Guide to Student Worksheet 1-Analyzing the Letter

Imagine receiving hundreds of letters a day. It would be fun to get interesting letters, but how 
would you reply to so many? What would you do if the people writing the letters were asking you 
for something?

Eleanor Roosevelt was the First Lady of the United States when her husband Franklin D. 
Roosevelt was president from 1933 to 1944. During his early presidency our country went 
through many hard times. One of these difficult times was the Great Depression, which began in 
1929. 

Because President Roosevelt had become crippled from polio, Mrs. Roosevelt was a different 
kind of first lady than the ones who came before her. She had to be the “eyes and ears” of her 
husband, going places and doing things that other first ladies had not done in the past. She made 
herself available to people in many ways. She made visits to the poorer parts of cities, went into 
coalmines, and inspected hospitals and prisons.  Because of all of these things, Mrs. Roosevelt 
became known as the First Lady that cared about people. During the first year of her husband’s 
presidency, she received over 300,000 letters. Thousands of those letters came from children 
asking for her help.

Read the letter written by a child to Eleanor Roosevelt during the Great Depression. Answer the 
following questions:

Who is writing the letter? (Give as many details as you can about the person’s age, gender, 
location)  

Some of the letters include the initials of the girls who wrote them.
 Letter 1: 10-year old girl from Duquesne, PA; Letter 2: 15-year old girl from Clairton, PA;
Letter 3:18-year old girl from Brownsville, PA; Letter 4: girl who is  15, 14, or 10 years old from 
Philadelphia, PA; Letter 5: 13-year old girl from North Philadelphia

What is the writer asking of Mrs. Roosevelt? Why? (Give many details, examples and reasons)

Letter 1: The writer would like a bus to transport 130 school children from Duquesne to 
McKeesport across the Monongahela River. The children don’t have proper clothing to walk the 
distance in the cold weather and they cannot raise the money because everyone is out of work.
Letter 2: The writer asks for money to buy clothes and furniture for their house. Her father works 
3 days a week and gets $40 a month. He has lots of old bills to pay. She only has 3 dresses for  
school and a pair of shoes from a friend.
Letter 3: The writer would like some of Eleanor Roosevelt’s discarded dresses so she has clothes 
to wear to Business College. She will sew them so they fit. She has been ill with a heart problem. 
Her father has a government pension, which supports them, but is not enough to buy clothes.
Letter 4: The writer would like Easter suits for herself, her two sisters, and her mother. She asks 
for larger sizes than needed so they can have them for a long time.
Letter 5: The writer needs a coat to wear to school. She will have to miss school if she doesn’t 
get one because she has to walk a long distance to and from school. Her family is a large family 
of 6 children with an Income is $19.60.  She would like to be a teacher and wants to give her 
parents the things they cannot afford. 

How would you describe the writer’s tone?  (mood and feelings)

Letter 1: She apologizes for not writing well and appreciates the things that Mrs. Roosevelt has 
done for the country. The mood is hopeful.



Letter 2: The mood is one of extreme sadness and despair. The writer has been crying herself to  
sleep.  She apologizes for poor writing. She hates life and wants to be loved and show kindness.
Letter 3: The writer of this letter seems grateful for any help, but the mood is despairing and sad.
Letter 4: Life is dull and unpleasant. The mood is sorrowful, but the writer seems appreciative of  
any help she may receive.
Letter 5: The tone is hopeful. The writer wants to be helpful and generous.  She seems 
appreciative.

From reading the letter, what can you tell about life for the writer at the time of the Great 
Depression? Support your response with many details from the text.

Letter 1: Has to walk long distances to and from school, lacks proper clothing, freezes in the cold 
weather, can’t collect funds for a bus because people are poor, the school has a big mortgage.
Letter 2: This letter is written on funny paper because that was the only paper available. The 
family lives in an old-fashioned house, can’t afford books and is made fun of because of poor 
clothes. There are lots of bills to pay, few hours of work and poor pay ($40/month) the father gets 
drunk and beats them.
Letter 3: This writer is a miner’s daughter whose father is unable to work. She has been ill and 
could not finish school.
Letter 4: Members of this writer’s family have nothing to eat or wear. Life is dull and unpleasant 
with nothing to rejoice about. They can’t afford Easter clothes.
Letter 5: The writer has to walk a great distance to school. They have a large family, low income 
($19.60), can’t provide food, shelter, and clothing.

What was the writer’s attitude towards Mrs. Roosevelt? What can you infer about the writer’s 
opinion of Mrs. Roosevelt? Why do you think the writer wrote to Mrs. Roosevelt and not to 
someone else such as the president or governor?

Letter 1: The writer calls Mrs. Roosevelt a Santa Claus. She thinks of her love and kindness 
towards the poor, says she has done a lot for the country and that she will remember her as she 
does George Washington. She will pray for her. One can infer that the writer feels Mrs. Roosevelt  
is kind and generous and can and will do something to help while other government people will  
not respond to a little girl asking for help.
Letter 2: The writer confides many secrets to Mrs. Roosevelt and asks her not to tell anyone. One 
can infer that she feels comfortable telling these sad and desperate things to Mrs. Roosevelt and 
that they are safe with her.  She trusts Mrs. Roosevelt like a friend.
Letter 3: The writer has heard of Mrs. Roosevelt’s good deeds for the miners and their families.  
One can infer that she feels comfortable asking Mrs. Roosevelt for her discarded clothing.
Letter 4: The writer tells Mrs. Roosevelt that she will pray for her and may God bless her a 
thousand times.  She confides in Mrs. Roosevelt her desire for Easter clothes for her family but  
asks that she keep it a secret. One can infer that she feels that Mrs. Roosevelt will help and can 
be trusted like a close friend.
Letter 5: This writer pleads with Mrs. Roosevelt to help her. She uses the words “prayerfully  
yours” at the end. One can infer that she almost worships Mrs. Roosevelt.


