Rubric to Essay Assignment
Respond to prompt:

“The Iron industry is a model of the American industrialization 
from the 18th century to the 20th century.”
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	Content: 

Iron industry as model of industrialization. Key concepts: transportation, innovation, and manufacturing “factory” system 

	Clearly  demonstrates an understanding of key concepts as related to the iron industry and provides specific examples illustrating each.
	Demonstrates a solid understanding of key concepts as related to the iron industry. Specific details are provided on some concepts, but could use further elaboration.
	Key concepts of industrialization are discussed, but poorly related to the iron industry. Lacking specific details to support statements. 
	Paper does not demonstrate an understanding of how the iron industry is a model of industrialization.

	Conclusion:

Effects of industrialization on the iron industry


	Paper gives hypothesis of the effects of industrialization on the iron industry. Possible statements may include transition of the iron industry to coal regions, rise of railroad industry, increased production of iron, or eventual demise of industry as steel subsumes it. 
	Conclusion succinctly paraphrases the industrialization of iron industry, but lacks hypothesis of its effect. 
	Conclusion restates key elements of essay.
	Essay lacks proper conclusion.

	Focus
	Point is clear, relevant, and consistent throughout the essay
	A point exists that is related to the topic.
	Point is not clear, nor obvious.
	Topic of the paper is not addressed.

	Style
	Varied and descriptive word usage strengthens the argument.
	Accurate word usage – sometimes adds strength.
	Word usage is adequate but inconsistent.
	Poor word choices leave doubt.

	Conventions
	No major errors
	Minor errors, either in structure or grammar 
	Several errors both in structure and grammar
	Lack of proofreading

	Organization
	Clearly follows the prescribed pattern, ordered for a reason – includes transitions
	Order can be identified and serves a purpose
	Order is confused
	Little or no order








