
       Teacher Guide to Student Worksheet 4 –
                       Coal Patch Schools   
 
 
Introduction: 
Most children attended school, at least for a while.  Some schools were right in the coal 
patch, others quite a distance away.  All students walked to school.  Many walked home 
for lunch and then back to school for the afternoon session.  Most schools were one-room 
schoolhouses with one teacher for all the grades (Kindergarten through eighth grade.)  
Since many of the students were children of immigrants , they often did not speak English 
until they learned it in school.  Some schools required students to buy all of their books 
and materials, which was a hardship for many and could mean they were not able to get an 
education.  Before the 1920s many children did not complete elementary school; many left 
either to help at home with the chores or go to work in the mines.  It is only later that 
children were able to attend all the way through high school. 
 
 
1. Read the Introduction above.  
2. Read stories from the residents of the coal patch. 
3. View the pictures provided. 
 
 
Answer the following questions: 
 
1. Describe what a typical coal patch school was like (size, grades, books, etc.) 

 
Most were one-room school houses where all the grades were taught together by one 
teacher.  Books were provided in the classroom. 

 
 
2. Discuss some of the typical problems these students had (getting to school, buying 

books, etc.) 
 

Some schools you had to buy your books and this would be hard if you couldn’t afford 
them.  Walking to school could be long and cold.  If the students couldn’t speak 
English school was very hard.  Many students did not stay in school because they 
were needed to work at home.   

 
 
3. What are some of the problems students might have experienced if they did not speak 

English? 
 

They would not understand what the teacher what telling them to do and they would 
not understand what the teacher was teaching.  They could not ask the teacher for 
help.  They could not ask for help at home either.  Until they learned English it would 
be very difficult for them.   

 
 
On the back of this sheet: 
Look over the previous questions, introduction and stories and create a 2 to 3 sentence 
summary statement to explain to the class about coal patch schools.  
 
 
Choose two pictures to put on the class display to represent the Coal Patch Schools. 
 



Children walked to school.  They were taught by one teacher in a one-room schoolhouse 
with all the grades together.  Some students could not speak English.  Many students did 
not stay in school because they needed to help out at home. 
 
 
 


