
       Teacher Guide to Student Worksheet 5 – 
                Recreation in the Coal Patch 
 
 
 
Introduction: 
Recreation means doing things just for fun and relaxation – such as playing games or 
having hobbies. In the late 19 th century miners had very little free time – they were too tired 
from the 10-14 hours in the mine and too poor to be able to afford any kind of toys.  
However, when the workdays were shortened to 8-hour days recreation became possible, 
even encouraged by some companies.  Some companies built recreation centers or 
swimming pools or even playgrounds.  Children did not have many toys to play with, but 
they were very creative and played many kinds of games with whatever resources they 
found. 
   
 
1. Read the Introduction above.  
2. Read stories from the residents of the coal patch. 
3. View the pictures provided. 
 
 
Answer the following questions: 
 
 
1. What was something that adults enjoyed doing for recreation? 
 

When they worked the longer hours they would just sit and talk at night.   
 
When the workdays were shortened they formed baseball teams and played in the 
summertime. 

 
 
2. Why would it be helpful to a miner to be a good baseball player? 
 

The companies paid good ballplayers more money and even gave them less hours to 
work on game days.  If you were a good player it could help you get a job. 

 
 
3. Describe some of the types of games and activities that the children played. 

 
They played kick the can, marbles, baseball, rolled hoops, walked on stilts, went 
sledding and ice skating (with no skates), and swam .  

 
 
 
4. Why do you suppose some companies would build swimming pools, recreation 

centers,  or playgrounds? 
 

To encourage people to come and work in that mine and to stay there and be loyal to 
the company. 

 
5. Look at the two stories from John Brophy, who was a young boy in the 1890s.  Why do 

you think his choices of recreation were so different than the other stories that were all 
from the early 1900s? 

 



Brophy lived during the time of 10-14 hour days and the miners were too tired for 
games.  The other stories are all after the workday was shortened to 8 hour shifts. 
 

 
 
 
On the back of this sheet: 
Look over the previous questions, introduction and stories and create a 2 to 3 sentence 
summary statement to explain to the class about recreation in a coal patch.   
 
 
 
Choose two pictures to put on the class display to represent the recreation in a coal patch. 
 
When the workdays were long –10 to 14 hours – miners were too tired for games or sports.  
When the workdays were shortened to 8 hours the adults were able to form baseball teams 
and play baseball through the summer. Children played many games: tag, marbles, 
baseball, rolled hoops, walked on stilts, and went sledding, ice skating, and swimming. 
 
 
 


