
 
Student Handout 9- 
Eviction and Strikes 

 
 
[In] “1923 the miners were on strike, and we were living in Ronco, and they put us out of home, 
and we had to go out on the farm in tents, and we stayed there for two years . . . My father wasn’t 
home at the time that they came around with the wagons and just took us out of the house, took 
us up to the field in that camping area . . . [There were] five [children] and my mother and father 
made us seven in the tent; . . . I remember when they moved us up there; they cut the field down 
so that when we had to go to the rest room, it was way out to the outhouse.  I could hardly walk in 
my bare feet because they were cutting grass, and there was prickly stuff . . . “ 
Julia Ketz, Common Lives of Uncommon Strength, page 172 
 
“Well, it happened during the 1921-1922 strike, and it lasted about a year and a half, and the men 
had to call the strike because for better pay and for better working conditions.  And the men 
refused to go to work.  So the families of the men that had been refusing to go to work had been 
evicted . . . Evicted from their homes.  And they were given ten days notice, prior to eviction, but if 
they didn’t move out [of the company house], the sheriff came and moved them out.  So, we had 
a farm . . . These people came to my father, and they wanted at least a place to live . . . [They 
were] put out of the houses, and they had nowhere to go; so father took them in.  Our property 
wasn’t too far from the patch.  And the sheriff would get these people’s furniture on a truck, and 
they would just dump them right on the ground, on the border of our property.  And these folks 
had to go and carry them from that point . . . They had to carry all these things by hand.  All these 
stoves, whatever, they were all carried.” 
Tekla Skomra, Common Lives of Uncommon Strength, page 172 
 
“I remember coming home from school.  I think I was in the second or third grade, and we walked 
home.  Everything was close.  And I said to my sister, Mary, “Oh look, they threw our furniture out 
on the road.” They just threw it right out there.  They broke the stove, and the stove was leaning 
over on one side.” 
Anne Plevich Vrobel, Common Lives of Uncommon Strength, page 175 
 
 
“The ones that were on strike they were put out of their homes, and they didn’t have nowhere to 
go, so they went down and put up tents on my father-in-law’s . . . farm along the creek, and they 
lived in tents, and they got water from the creek, and they lived there until the strike was over.  
They lived in tents. And after the strike was over they went back to work, and they got back into 
the houses.” 
 
Irene Orbash, Common Lives of Uncommon Strength, page 175 

 
 
Pick one of these stories of an actual mining incident and place yourself as a child living 
in that patch town. Write a short story using the real story as part of your story.  This 
actual story can be the starting point of your short story, it can be somewhere in the 
middle, or at the very end of your story.  You must include at least 3 of the 6 areas from 
the poster created the previous day about Life in a Coal Patch.  The stories will be 
evaluated for content, use of the real incident (relevance), details of at least three areas of 
coal patch life, as well as grammatical writing skills. 

 
 


