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Men and boys pose with their mining tools
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A child coal miner 
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Young girl baking bread
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The three pieces of a miner’s lunch bucket 
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Woman cooking on a coal stove
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Daily Chores and Work in the Home - More Pictures

A miner’s bath 
Courtesy of The Coal and Coke Heritage Center, 

Penn State Fayette, http://www.coalandcokepsu.org/

Grandmother and granddaughter feeding
the chickens

Courtesy of The Coal and Coke Heritage Center, 
Penn State Fayette, http://www.coalandcokepsu.org/

A miner’s lunch bucket
Courtesy of the Special Collections and Archives, 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Miners exiting the hoist cage
Courtesy of the Catholic University of America Archives

Miners after a hard day’s work
Courtesy of the Library of Congress

Washday in the coal patch
Courtesy of the Pennsylvania State Archives



“She made a lot of quilts, saved all kinds of 
scraps of material for quilts and stuff like that.  
Yes, [she would cut these scraps] into pieces, 

and do it all by hand. And, of course, later on they 
had the [quilting] frames . . . “

Julia Povich Labozzo,page 55-56.
Common Lives of Uncommon Strength

“There was no bathroom in the company houses . 
. . You had the outhouse, and when you come 

home [from the mine] you had the round tub, and 
you heated water on the stove, and put your 

water in the tub, and then they would wash half 
way down . . . Because the tub was on a bench, 

you washed yourself down and then after you got 
half way washed, somebody would wash your 

back, your wife or the Boarding Missus or another 
fellow to wash the backs down, and then you take 
the tub and put it on the floor, and then you stand 
and wash the rest of your body.  They would do 

that at home.  You had to have the water heated, 
and when you knew your husband’s coming 

home or your Dad, you had to have the water 
ready heated up for him.”

Anna Billek, page 117.
Common Lives of Uncommon Strength

Chores and Daily Work in the Home Stories Set 2

“[We also made rugs] with the crochet needle 
[and] strands of cloth that mother used to cut up.  
We used to cut it up and wad it . . . And just wrap 
up balls of this [cotton] cloth ahead of time and 

use a crochet needle and just crochet your rug . . 
. You just kept going in a circle.”

Julia Povich Labozzo, page 60 
Common lives of Uncommon Strength

“Sometimes you could smell the gas in it [the clothes] 
cause there was so much gas in the mine.”

“When we first got married, I didn’t have no washing 
machine; I did them by hand on the board.  I rubbed 
everything.  I’d take one leg at a time and rub them, 

turn [them] over and rub the other one.  [He wore] one 
set a week.”

[I boiled] “the underclothes.  You took the soap and 
tried to get them as white as I could, his underclothes, 

not his outer clothes [though].”
“You get the first dirt out of them; it isn’t so bad.  
Before I put Grandpap’s [clothes] in the washing 

machine, I would do them downstairs by hand, rub 
them out by hand the put them in the washing 

machine, get that grease out . . .Before he was on the 
machines they weren’t hard to wash cause that coal 
dust just comes right out; it’s the grease that wouldn’t 

wash out . . . The jackets and stuff, I would shake 
them out, hit them up against a tree, his vest.  All that 

stuff would come out; you could see it fall on the 
ground.  His face used to be real black.”

Anna Billek, page 117.
Common Lives of Uncommon Strength

“Whenever you [speaking to her son] were small, 
and we lived at Orient, and Daddy worked at 
Isabella, Daddy got up on a day shift about 4 

o’clock [AM], and he would eat and get himself 
dressed, and I got his bucket packed for work, 

and he would leave.”
“About a half hour later, [he would leave at] 4:30, 

and then I would not go to sleep ever because 
you were young, and when you were sleeping I’d 
try to get my work done.  I would start washing 
clothes, and soon as it got light, I would hang 
then out, and whenever you got up, well I was 

taking care of you because you were not even a 
year old . . . And around noon time, I started 

getting Daddy’s dinner on, some call it supper . . . 
. Then about 4 o’clock, 4:30, Daddy would be 
coming home from work, and he would -- we 

would have our supper, and then maybe around 9 
o’clock, [we were] going back to bed cause 

Daddy had to get up so early.  That would be 
about it.”

Tekla Skomra, page 115.
Common Lives of Uncommon Strength

“We always scrubbed the toilets.  I had a habit that 
when I did my porches I did my toilets too.  It was a 

part that had to be automatically; at the same time the 
bucket of water went on the porch, it was saved for 
the toilet too. [Usually, toilets were done] Saturday 

afternoon.”

Julia Povich Labozzo, page 65.
Common Lives of Uncommon Strength
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“And I remember, it was a habit of Friday and 
Saturday that you cleaned your house.  And I 

remember, as my Dad’s daughter, I had specific 
chores to do, and I remember being outside 

scrubbing the wooden porch, and that was very 
hard, because sometimes the paint would come 

off.  And I was so proud when the porch was 
clean.  I always loved to work.  And I think all 

miners’ daughters are real good, fantastic 
workers.”

Julia Povich Labozzo, page 52.
Common Lives of Uncommon Strength

“[We] always canned, as far back as I can remember.  
When I was six years old we participated in the 

canning; all the children in the family helped to can.  
We learned to can everything.  And I remember killing 
chickens; we learned to clean a chicken from the very 

beginning.  Pick the feathers and this sort of thing.  
[When you prepared Sunday dinner] the very first 

thing you had to do was go out and get that chicken 
and kill it because it was in your yard.  We had rabbits 

even.  Kill that chicken, clean it, boil, pick the 
feathers.  It took a long time to prepare that meal.”

Julia Povich Labozzo, page 66.
Common Lives of Uncommon Strength

“If we had rugs on the floor . . . We used to take 
them out on the clothesline and beat the heck out 

of them.  Just beat and beat, all day long; we 
used to take turns of beating our old rugs on the 

line, and take all the dust out . . . . I don’t 
remember having a sweeper; we just beat our 
rugs.  We used to have great big beaters, and 
Dad used to make them out of coat hangers or 

anything, and then we’d have the old 
broomsticks; I remember many time using 

broomsticks to hit the rugs . . . .”

Julia Povich Labozzo, page 64.
Common Lives of Uncommon Strength

Chores and Daily Work in the Home More Stories Set 2

“I remember her being a very hard working 
mother.  Yes, [she] worked all the time, 

constantly.  They didn’t know no other word but 
work.  You know, they’d have to have a cow and 
go out and milk that cow twice a day.  After Dad 
went to work, [she’d] go and milk the cow, and 

then clean the little stable and put the cow out to 
pasture.”

Julia Povich Labozzo, page 55.
Common Lives of Uncommon Strength

“Whatever they liked you put in there [the lunch 
bucket].  I never put minced ham in because it 

would get green down there.  I most generally put 
ham, sometimes fried pork chops, chicken and 

stuff like that, roast beef, and then his fruit and his 
cake, and underneath his lunch he had his water 
to drink.  They never washed their hands [in the 

mine]. That was drinking water.”

Anna Billek, page 117.
Common Lives of Uncommon Strength

“During the week I would wash clothes on 
Monday, iron on Tuesday, sew and bake on 

Wednesday, clean upstairs on Thursday, clean 
downstairs on Friday, and bake for the weekend 
and wash the porch on Saturday.  I would bake 
seven to fifteen loaves of bread a week, some 
rolls, and when a holiday would come, such as 

the Fourth of July, I got ice and made ice cream.”

Kathryn A. Haigh, page 121
Common lives of Uncommon Strength
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