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	Strip Mining is a type of mining used to get coal when the seam is close to the surface where the land is fairly flat. Miners start by first removing all of the soil and rock that lies on top of it called the overburden. Strip mining is only practical when the coal to be excavated is relatively near the surface. Excavators are common examples of equipment used. Surface mining generally leaves large devastated areas, unless the land is reclaimed.

	Contour mining is a type of mining used to get coal when the seam is close to the surface where the land is hilly. It involves cutting steps or terraces into the mountainsides following the contour or shape of the hill. Miners remove all of the soil and rock that lies on top of it called the overburden. Countour strip mining is used when the coal to be excavated is relatively near the surface. Excavators are common examples of equipment used. Surface mining generally leaves large devastated areas, unless the land is reclaimed.



	Mountaintop removal mining involves clearing off the top of a mountain so that no trees are present. Miners then use explosives to remove the overburden (the rock and soil that lies above a coal seam), exposing the coal. The overburden is pushed into a nearby valley, creating a pile below. Machinery then removes the coal. This process can be repeated until each seam is mined. This is a relativley new approach to mining. 

	Auger mining uses a tool like a big drill, called an auger, to extract coal from a seam that has been exposed by erosion just slightly below where strip mining would be used. This is normally one of the lowest-cost techniques of mining. An auger removes coal by drilling or cutting horizontally into the coal seam. These machines bring the coal to the surface for stockpiling or haulage. Augers can reach depths up to 1000 feet into the mountainside.

	Drift Mines have horizontal entries into the coal seam from a hillside. This is simply an opening for the mine which is based on the depth of the coal seam and the surrounding terrain. A drift mine would be used if the coal seam was deep inside the side of a mountain. 

	Slope mines are a type of opening used for underground mining. They are inclined from the coal seam to the surface. The slope makes it easy for the miners to travel in and out of the mine. This is simply an opening for the mine which is based on the depth of the coal seam and the surrounding terrain. 


	Shaft mines, generally the deepest mines, have a shaft like an elevator that takes workers and machines down to the coal seam. This is usually used when the coal seam is very deep and the terrain is rather flat. 

	In longwall mining, a machine is used to cut away the coal as it moves back and forth across the seam. The cut coal falls onto a flexible conveyor for removal. For the safety of the miners while they are underground in this type of mining, roof supports are placed overhead as they work deeper into the tunnel. 


	Room and Pillar mining is an underground method whereby rooms are cut into the coal bed leaving a series of pillars, or columns of coal, to help support the mine roof and control the flow of air. Generally, rooms are 20-30 feet wide and the pillars up to 100 feet wide. When mining for that area is completed, retreat mining begins. 

In retreat mining, the workers mine as much coal as possible from the remaining pillars until the roof falls in. When retreat mining is completed, the mined area is abandoned.

	In Shortwall mining a continuous mining machine is used to cut away the coal moving back and forth across the seam. A movable roof protects the miners and supports sections 150 to 200 feet wide and more than half a mile long. Shortwall mining is done across a smaller area or coal seam than longwall mining. 



