Teacher’s Guide to Student Worksheet 2 – George Washington’s Diary Entry

In this document, an editor compiled George Washington’s diary entries and made notes and clarifications. 

1. For entry number 24, what are George Washington’s actual words? 

Wind in the same quarter & thawing fast. Went to the Pantheon in the evening.

2. What does the editor take the time to explain?

He explains why George Washington goes to the Pantheon (what he goes to see).

3. What other primary source does the editor use to clarify “Went to the Pantheon.”? (Clue: A primary source is a source from the time period or the specific person or event being discussed.)

An advertisement from Gazette of the U.S., January 23rd, 1797 

From George Washington’s diary:

1. On the January 24th, where did George Washington go?

The Pantheon

2. What was the weather like on this day? 

Wind in the South West quarter and thawing fast.

From editorial remarks:

1. What event did he attend?

The Circus

2. Who wanted Ricketts to have the show? How do you know?

George Washington wanted Ricketts to have the show because the advertisement from the day before says “by the desire of the President.”

3. What stunts did Ricketts perform at his circus?

Equestrian stunts—“dangerous feats of riding and acrobatics on horseback”

Using what you know:

1. Why would George Washington be in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania when his home, Mount Vernon, is in Virginia?

The capital was in Philadelphia before it moved to Washington, D.C. President Washington was there to govern the country.

2. Why do you think George Washington is interested in the circus?

George Washington enjoyed riding horses himself. He admired Ricketts’ equestrian skill and was sometimes known to go riding with him.

3. Why do you think George Washington’s presence at the circus helped ticket sales?

George Washington lent an air of prestige and respectability to the circus. 

As the country’s President, he was setting an example for others to follow: if Washington enjoyed the circus, it must be a morally appropriate form of entertainment.

