Student Worksheet 2-Debate Preparation

Debate Question: Did the government have the right to build the Kinzua Dam?
Each side will have two turns to debate their point. You can have a different person from your team present each section. 
Self-assessment:

□  Our position statement was clear and concise.

□  Our major points strongly supported our viewpoint.

□  We gave specific examples and illustrations to make are major points more clear.

□  We were able to find weak points in the opposing team’s viewpoint and point those out.

□  We strengthened our argument and convincingly closed the debate with why our position should win.

□  Methods: Our speaker/s used good eye contact, tone of voice, and kept the attention of everyone.

One thing we could have improved upon was:

One thing we did very well on was:

_____________________________________________________________________________

To prepare for your debate, fill in your statement (position), major points, and examples. Also try to figure out what the other team might say and be ready to make counter-arguments. As the debate unfolds, use this worksheet to make notes about the other team’s points, as well as your response to them. End the debate with your strongest arguments!
U.S. Government (5 minutes): Statement: States the answer to debate question.

1. Major Point 1:
Examples/Illustrations:

2. Major Point 2:

Examples/Illustrations:

3. Major Point 3:

Examples/Illustrations:

Seneca (5 minutes): Statement: State your answer to debate question.
1. Major Point 1:

Examples/Illustrations:

2. Major Point 2:

Examples/Illustrations:

3. Major Point 3:

Examples/Illustrations:


Also begin to make arguments against the points the U.S. Government made.

Seneca (3 minutes): Pull the debate together. Explain why your side has the strongest arguments and why it should win. 

U.S. Government (3 minutes): Pull the debate together. Explain why your side has the strongest arguments and why it should win.
