Teacher Guide to Student Worksheet 1- Interpreting A Captivity Narrative
FOR INFORMATION

1. What did women do in the tribe?
Mary was given the tasks of nursing children, light work around the house, and helping to carrying food back to the house.
2. Where did they summer? What natural resources were there from which to live?

They summered at the mouth of the Shenanjee river. They had fish from the river, game from the woods nearby, and raised corn on the land.  
3. When did they move?

They moved “after the corn was harvested.” Corn is usually harvested in the late summer.
4. Why was hunting so important to them?

It provided them food and furs which they used for trading and clothing. 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT

1. Plot: What happened to Mary?

She was adopted by two Indian sisters, and she settled into a daily life routine with them.
2. Character Development: How did the Indian sisters act toward Mary?

The sisters were kind to her. They comforted her and taught her to speak their language. (Paragraph 6 describes their disposition.)
3. Prediction: What do you think will happen next?

Accept reasonable responses for prediction.
FOR UNDERSTANDING OF EARLY 19TH CENTURY CULTURE
1. Name one time the author breaks into the story to add his own thoughts.

The author creates a footnote within the text.
2. What is the author questioning in his footnote?

The author is questioning the accuracy of Mary’s memory. He is trying to match Mary’s story with the known historical events as they occurred.
3. This is written in “first-person.” This means the subject is “I.” (Example: I was employed in nursing…). Why is this misleading? [Hint: Who is the author?] 
“I” would lead you to believe the author is “Mary” herself. However, Mary’s words have been filtered through Dr. Seaver’s mind and pen. It is important to keep this factor in mind when reading her story.
