
Teacher Guide to Worksheet 7- Questions for the Character of Sarah Hoke 
 
 
 

1. You are Sarah Hoke, the great grand-daughter of Jacob Hoke. Based 
on your reading, who is Jacob Hoke? 
 
He was an author (The Summer of 1864: The Great Invasion) and a 
resident of Chambersburg during its’ burning by Confederates in 
1864. 

 
 

2. Did Hoke participate in the event of which he writes? How do you 
know? 

 
Yes. He refers to himself “the writer” in the description of people 
running through the streets: “The writer, while running with his 
family through flame and smoke, was pursued and stopped by a 
Confederate cavalryman and ordered to hand over a satchel…” 

 
 

3. According to Hoke, name two reasons why the ransom was not paid. 
 

1. They did not have that amount of money remaining in town (as 
valuables were shipped out of town). 

2. The citizens did not wish to contribute aid to the overthrow of 
their government. 

 
 

4. What were the different attitudes of the Confederate soldiers to their 
tasks during the Burning? 

 
Some were eager to burn the houses (“…enter[ing] into this work 
with evident delight.”) Some disapproved of the work, and only 
burned the houses because they were ordered to do so. And in a few 
cases, some soldiers refused to obey their orders and helped save 
what they could. 

 
 

5. Give an example of one act of kindness and one of cruelty inflicted 
upon Chambersburg residents. 
Answers can can vary… 
Kindness: (1)Some soldiers helped citizens by helping to extinguish 
the flames. (2) Some helped citizens save personal items by 
depositing them safely outside of town. 



Cruelty: (1) Some robbed people as they were trying to save what 
few items they could carry from their burning house. (2) Some 
ignored the cries of the old, infirm, or children. 

 
 

6. List three specific numbers regarding the total destruction of the 
town. 
Answers can vary: 

 266 residences and places of business burned 
 98 barns and stables burned 
 173 out-buildings or various kinds burned 
 537 total building burned 
 $713,294.34 real estate loss 
 $915,137.24 personal property loss 
 $1,628,431.58 total claims loss. 

 
 

7. Give three reasons suggested for the burning of Chambersburg 
according to Hoke. 

1. In revenge for the hospitality the town gave John Brown when 
planning his raid on Harper’s Ferry. 

2. In retaliation for the acts of burning and destruction by Federal 
troops in the South (particularly, General Hunter) 

3. No reason. It was just a terrible, unjustifiable act. 
 

(Note: These speculations were later narrowed down to the second 
cause.) 


