
Teacher Guide to Worksheet 6- Questions for Character David J. Early 
 
 

1. You are the great-grandson of J.A. Early. Who was J.A. Early? What 
part did he play in the burning of Chambersburg? 

 
J.A. Early was a Confederate General during the Civil War. He was the 
person responsible for ordering the burning of Chambersburg. 
 
 
2. What is your primary source? 

 
My primary source was a response letter J.A. Early wrote to J. Hoke, 
Esquire. (This letter was included in The Summer of 1864: The Great 
Invasion by Jacob Hoke, and digitally published by the Virginia Center 
for Digital History.) 

 
 

3. When was it written? 
 
It was written September 4, 1884. 

 
 
 

4. List at least three reasons given for the burning of Chambersburg. 
 

a. General Hunter burned the family residence of ex-Governor 
Letcher at Lexington. 
 
b. Hunter’s troops unnecessarily destroyed private property such as 
“wearing apparel of ladies and bed clothing” and cut feather beds to 
pieces. 
 
c. General Hunter burned the Virginia Military Institute. 
 
Other possible answers:  

 Hunter also burned part of Newtown, in Frederick County.  
 In general, Hunter’s troops burned areas of the Shenandoah 

Valley. 
 There had been destruction to Southern towns by Union 

troops (a specific town mentioned was Darien, Georgia in 
1863).  

 
 

5. Why was Chambersburg chosen as the town to burn? 
 
It was accessible to Early’s troops. 



 
 
 

6. How much did Early require for ransom of the town? 
 
$100,000 in gold or $500,000 in United States currency 
 
[It is interesting to note here that Early figured in the rapid depreciation 
of U.S. currency. According to EH.NET (Economic History Services) 
$500 in 1864 is approximately the equivalent of $5,821.80 in 2003 using 
the Consumer Price Index. This would mean his ransom was the 
equivalent of $5,821,800. You might consider having students compute 
this as an extension activity.] 

 
 

7. Does he feel justified in his actions? Explain. 
 
Yes he does. Early has seen much destruction and burning from Union 
soldiers in the South. He seems to feel retribution is reason enough. It is 
interesting in his letter to Hoke, he even states, “I will add that 
according to the laws of retaliation in war, I would have been justified in 
burning Chambersburg without giving the town a chance of 
redemption.” 
 


