
Teacher Guide to Worksheet 3- 
Questions for the Character Richard Shryock 

 
 

1. You are the grandson of J. K. Shryock. Who was J. K. Shryock 
according to your primary source? 

 
He was a resident of Chambersburg who “lost practically all [his] 
worldly goods” in the Confederate burning of the town. He was the 
husband of Elizabeth [Smith] Shryock and the grandfather of Richard H. 
Shryock.    

 
 

2. What is your primary source? 
 

My primary source is a photograph of Chambersburg taken after the 
burning and a note written many years later (1966) from his grandson, 
Richard H. Shryock. 

 
 

3. What did the family lose? 
 

“They lost practically all their worldly goods…home, paper mill, and so 
on.” 

 
4. Does Shryock show any objectivity in discussing the burning? If so, 

how? 
 

Yes, he acknowledges the destruction which occurred in the South as 
well.  (Sherman’s forces in Georgia and South Carolina) 

 
 

5. What objects do you note in the photograph? 
 

Two boys, two men (blurry, mostly likely they were moving when photo 
was taken), the wagon in the distance, the street light, horse dung in 
street, brick debris, bare trees at corner, stone building on right 

 
 

6. How does this picture make you feel? 
 

Possible answers: 
Angry (that people would do this to other people.) 
Depressed (scene of ruin) 
Nervous (What will become of the little boy in the picture?) 
Empty  (much like the picture) 



Surprised (at the extent of devastation) 
 

 
 

7. Richard Shryock mentions that his grandparents remembered 
property loss longer or more vividly than the loss of other 
possessions. Why do think that is the case? 

 
Students can conjecture: 
Maybe people remember property loss longer, because they identify 
their property with their home—the place where they put down their 
roots, raise and love their family, work daily to provide, interact with 
community, etc. Without a home, they lose a part of their identity. 

 
Maybe property loss is remembered longer because it is usually 
worth more than individual possessions. 
 
Maybe property loss is remembered longer because shelter is one of 
the basic requirements we need to live (along with food, water, etc.). 
 

8. Compare this to a current event. 
 

Student answers will vary according to what is “current.” 
[Hurricane Katrina victims in New Orleans, Tsunami devastation in 
Thailand, September 11th 2001, War in Iraq]  
One aspect to compare would be the cause of devastion: man-made 
or natural. 


