
Teacher Guide to Worksheet 4- Questions for Character Helen Keller 
 
 

1. You are Helen Keller, a cousin (three times removed) of Benjamin 
Schneck. From your reading, who is Benjamin Schneck? 

 
Benjamin Schneck is a resident of Chambersburg who describes the 
burning of his hometown by Confederate soldiers in late July 1864. 

 
 

2. What is your primary source? 
 

My primary source is a letter Benjamin Schneck writes to his sister a 
few days after the burning. In the letter he describes the extent of 
devastation and the little that was saved. 

 
 

3. To whom does he write? 
 

He writes to his sister, Margaretta S. Keller and her husband. (Note: 
Students may be slightly confused with this question because of the 
terminology Schneck uses within the letter. He calls his brother-in-law, 
“brother,” and then closes the letter as “Your brother and Uncle.” ) 
 
  

 
4. When was it written? 
 
It was written August 3, 1864. 

 
 

5. What did Schneck save from the fire? 
 

The stable, minimal clothing (a borrowed shirt, one straw hat, etc.), 
stereotype plates and accounting books of an unknown establishment. 

 
 
 

6. Who was Governor of Pennsylvania at the time? And, what did he 
have to say about the scene of destruction? 

 
Governor Curtin was the Governor of Pennsylvania. He visited 
Chambersburg and said to Schneck, “The reality is fearfully beyond all 
my conceptions.”  

 
 



 
 
 

7. Does Schneck feel the country will be united (the Union will win)? 
Why or why not? 

 
Schneck is not feeling optimistic for Union forces. He says, “Petersburg 
has been recaptured by them [Confederates], so far as it was lost. It 
looks dark for our country.” However, it is important to note that in the 
larger context of the war, Gettysburg, which is considered the turning 
point of the war, has already occurred over a year ago.  


