
Content Assessment of Letter to Amos Humiston 
 
 
Demonstrates 
knowledge of… 

Excellent 
5 points 

Very Good 
4 points 

Good 
3 points 

Fair 
2 points 

Poor 
1-0 points 

The war/reason 
it was being 
fought.  

Creatively conveys 
specific and 
chronological 
knowledge of the 
Civil War; 1+ 
causes of the war 
and its importance. 
Shows beginning 
critical thinking 
skills. 

Creatively 
conveys specific 
and  
chronological 
knowledge of the 
Civil War; 1 
cause of the war 
and its 
importance. 

Conveys 
specific and 
chronological 
knowledge of 
the Civil War; 
includes a 
cause of the 
war and its 
importance. 

Includes vague 
knowledge of the 
Civil War, and a 
cause of the war. 

Shows minimal or 
no chronological 
understanding of 
the Civil War and 
why it was fought. 

Geographical 
mapping 
exercise 
(places & 
geographical 
features) 

Letter includes not 
only the name of 
the place Sgt. 
Humiston marched, 
but an advanced 
understanding of 
the geographical 
features of the land 
and other mapping 
skills (i.e., mud 
along Goose 
Creek, relative 
distance of a day’s 
march, etc.) 

Includes 
geographical 
names Amos 
marched and 
some additional 
map reading 
skills. 

Satisfies 
requirement 
of naming 
locations of 
Amos’ troops 
movements. 

Includes 
information from 
the mapping 
exercise, but may 
have some 
incorrect 
information. 

Geographical 
information is 
scant, completely 
incorrect, or 
missing. 

Possible 
emotional 
realities of the 
war 

Letter includes 
detail that conveys 
empathetic 
understanding of 
the emotional 
realities of war from 
multiple 
perspectives 
(homesick solider 
away from family/ 
soldier’s tired state 
from marching/ 
children missing 
their father, etc.) 

Expresses 
detailed 
examples of 
emotional 
realities of war 
from one 
perspective 

Includes 
several 
adequate 
examples of 
emotional 
realties of 
war.  

Gives an 
example of 
emotional 
realities of war, 
but thought is 
incomplete or 
hurried. 

Inappropriate 
emotional 
responses are 
revealed, or 
requirement is not 
included. 

 



  
Writing Excellent 

4 points 
Good 

3 points 
Fair 

2 points 
Unsatisfactory 

1-0 points 
Organization Sophisticated arrangement 

of content with evident 
and/or subtle transitions. 
Shows understanding of 
different components of 
letter writing (date, 
salutation, body, closing). 

Functional 
arrangement of 
content that sustains 
logical order. Shows 
understanding of 
letter writing 
components. 

Confused or 
inconsistent 
arrangement of 
content with or 
without attempts at 
transition. Attempted 
letter writing 
technique, but may 
be lacking 
component/s of a 
letter. 

Minimal control of 
content 
arrangement. No 
understanding of 
letter writing 
components. 

Style Precise, illustrative use of a 
variety of words and 
sentence structures to 
create consistent writer’s 
voice and tone appropriate 
to audience. 

Functional use of a 
variety of words and 
sentence structures 
that may or may not 
create writer’s voice 
and tone appropriate 
to audience. 

Generic word choice 
and limited control of 
sentence structures 
that inhibit voice and 
tone. 

Minimal control of 
word choice and 
sentence structures. 

Conventions Evident control of 
grammar, mechanics, 
usage and sentence 
formation. 

Sufficient control of 
grammar, 
mechanics, usage 
and sentence 
formation. 

Significant 
weaknesses in 
control of grammar, 
mechanics, usage 
and sentence 
formation. 

Severe weaknesses 
in control of 
grammar, 
mechanics, usage 
and sentence 
formation. 

Focus Clear awareness of three 
content points of the letter 
(historical/geographical/and 
sociological). Each 
component of the letter 
creatively works to include, 
enhance, or transition to 
these points. 

Sufficient 
understanding of the 
points of the letter. 
More functional than 
creative 
organization; slight 
deviations from 
purpose noted. 
 

Understanding of 
three content points 
of letter, but 
confused 
implementation. 
Possible tendency to 
ramble or get off-
subject. 

Minimal evidence of 
the three goals of the 
letter. No specific or 
supporting 
sentences given. 

 
 
FOCUS CONTENT ORGANIZATION STYLE CONVENTIONS 
The single controlling 
point made with an 
awareness of task 
about a specific topic. 

The presence and 
development of facts, 
examples, anecdotes, 
details, opinions, 
statistics, reasons, 
explanations and/or 
idea 

The order developed 
and sustained within 
and across 
paragraphs using 
transitional devices 
and including 
introduction and 
conclusion 

The choice, use, and 
arrangement of words 
and sentence 
structures that create 
tone and voice. 

The use of grammar, 
mechanics, usage 
and sentence 
formation. 

 
Note: This rubric was adapted from the Pennsylvania Writing Assessment Domain Scoring Guide. 


