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Like Mary Harris ‘Mother’ Jones, my family is originally from Ireland. 
While Mother Jones was born in Ireland, however, I was born in 
Carbondale, Pennsylvania. I grew up in the heart of the Pennsylvania 
anthracite region. After seeing a horrible mining accident, I decided I 
would commit my life to union activity. Unions are groups that 
organize to fight for workers’ rights. We want workers to be treated 
well and paid well. I became leader of the Knights of Labor union in 
1879. Mother Jones also helped us fight for workers’ rights: This is 
how she got her nickname as a mother who cared for all the working 
children. Unlike other labor unions, the Knights of Labor accepted 

women workers and blacks. The Knights of Labor believe 
bosses need to be more responsible for their workers’ safety. I 
knew of a man named Harry McAleer who worked in a steel mill. 
One day when McAleer was working, he got “distracted,…his 

foot slipped, he stumbled forward, [and] the fiery, jagged end of [a] rail struck his body.” 
When the rail “passed through” his body, it “carried him forward and left him with his 
warm life blood pouring out on that heated 
instrument.”  None of the steel bosses helped McAleer 
or his family. His coworkers had to “carry him home” 
and McAleer’s widowed wife and orphaned children lost 
everything. It was McAleer’s coworkers that “paid…
funeral expenses…cared for his children…”  The 
bosses do not help the families and the company even 
took the McAleer’s home away after the funeral. Mother 
Jones should be allowed to speak of the horrible 
violence that American workers must face each day. At 
least Mother Jones is willing to point out that workers 
need protection and need to be recognized for all their 
hard work.  

Quotations from the work of Terence Powderly, “Reflections 
on the death of Andrew Carnegie in 1919.”   See Terence 
Powderly Historical Marker Page for more information on his 
career.

EXHIBIT A: Image depicts Mary Harris Mother 
Jones with friends Terence V. Powderly, and John P. 
White, President of the United Mine Workers of 
America. 

Frank Leslie's Illustrated 
News, November 13, 1886

Courtesy of The American Catholic 
History Research Center and 
University Archives, Terence Vincent 
Powderly Photographic Prints



U.S. Marshal: I arrested Mother Jones in 1902 because she spoke to miners after the state of 
West Virginia passed an injunction against her. An injunction is a ban and this one was written 
to stop Mrs. Mary Harris Mother Jones from speaking to miners on strike. When she enters the 
mines, she causes a lot of trouble. The miners refuse to work and then they get violent with the 
people who break the strike or try to work. Many union members call these people who want to 
work during a strike scabs. Mother Jones cannot be allowed to stop hard working Americans 
from doing their jobs. It is fine if some miners want to go on strike, but anyone should be 
allowed to work if they choose to. When I went to arrest Mother Jones, she made me wait until 
she finished her speech. She told the miners, “Goodbye, boys; I'm under arrest. I may have 
to go to jail. I may not see you for a long time. Keep up this fight! Don't surrender! …” 
She knowingly breaks the law and encourages strikers to get violent: this is what makes her 
such a troublemaker. 

Quotation from Mother Jones, The Autobiography of Mother Jones. (Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & Co.,  
1925), Chapter 7. 

Information on injunction provided in “Judge Jackson Finds Strikers in Contempt,” New York Times, 25 
July 1902. http://query.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?
res=9D01E2DF1030E733A25756C2A9619C946397D6CF (accessed March 23, 2009) 

Reese Blizzard: I was the prosecuting attorney for the state of West Virginia in a trial against 
Mother Jones. I was the first to call Mother Jones “the most dangerous woman in America.” 
She was very disrespectful during the trial. She is a troublemaker and must be stopped. When I 
asked her to leave the state of West Virginia in the trial, she said: “I came here looking for 
justice. And I will not leave this state so long as there is a single little child that asks me 
to stay and fight his battle for bread.”   She defies the law and is not respectful to our 
nation’s government. She even refused to call Judge Jackson, “Your Honor.”  She said it was 
because she did not know if the judge was honorable or not and she “took an oath to tell the 
truth when [she] took the witness stand.”  This woman is dangerous!  She has no respect. 
Our country will be ruined with people like Mother Jones running free. She must be locked up, 
so she cannot speak to workers anymore. 

Quotation from Mother Jones, The Autobiography of Mother Jones. (Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & Co,  
1925), Chapter 7. 

J.P. Boyle: I am a citizen of the United States and I reside in Brooklyn, New York. On August 3, 
1902, the New York Times published my letter to the editor. I was very angry about the way 
Judge Jackson treated Mother Jones in West Virginia. “The Constitution guarantees the 
right of assembly and free speech.”  Mother Jones should not be prevented from speaking 
her mind. When Mother Jones gave her speech to miners, she was far away from the mines! 
There was no danger. How could the U.S. Marshal arrest her? She encouraged the miners to 
use “peaceful and lawful methods…No violence to persons or property occurred…The 
only crime [was that the miners] applauded her remarks.”  Let this old lady talk. It is not 
right!  

Quotations from J.P. Boyle. “The Decision of Justice Jackson,” New York Times. 3 August 1902. 
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=9D0DE2DF1E30E132A25750C0A96E9C946397D6CF 
(accessed March 23, 2009).

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=9D0DE2DF1E30E132A25750C0A96E9C946397D6CF
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John Mitchell: I was a member and President of a labor group called the United Mine Workers 
of America. When Mother Jones was arrested in 1902 in West Virginia – I thought it was a 
violation of American rights everywhere. If workers are arrested for speaking against their 
bosses, where is their right to free speech?  The right to join a union is very important. But many 
bosses want this right taken away from workers. Bosses do not want to pay fair wages. The 
bosses will even hire scabs, so they can keep paying workers the same wages. I am willing to 
work with bosses peacefully if they agree to a fair contract. 

In 1900, miners in Coaldale, Pennsylvania did not know about unions. I tried for weeks to get as 
many miners as possible in the Hazelton area, but it was so difficult. The bosses put bayonets 
and militia on any miners who talked about unions near Coaldale. I was not sure how I could 
communicate with them. One night, I received a call from a newspaper man to say that “Mother 
Jones was raising hell up in the mountains with a bunch of wild women!”  I did not even 
know she was in the area! I was worried about her safety because of her old age. 

When I finally got in touch with her, I asked her what happened. Mother Jones told me that she 
got miner’s wives from a nearby town called McAdoo to bring their “mops and brooms…and a 
couple of tin pans.”  They were going to pound their kitchen 
tools to get the attention of miners in Coaldale, PA!  And then 
get the miners to join the union!  But on their way, the women 
were stopped by the militia. One Colonel told Mother Jones he 
would “charge bayonets,” but she convinced him that the 
women were “not going to hurt anyone and surely [he]  
would not hurt” them. “When [the militia] saw the army of 
women in kitchen aprons, with dishpans and mops, they 
laughed and let [the women] pass.” Little did the militia know 
that these women would be able to get the attention of miners in 
Coaldale. “…When the miners in the Coaldale camp started 
to go to work they were met by the McAdoo women who 
were beating on their pans and shouting, ‘Join the Union! 
Join the Union!’”  Not only did the men of Coaldale join the 
union, but they “promised” that “no scabs” would return to the 
coal company to work. Thanks to Mother Jones and the women 
who “mopped up” Coaldale, miners had the ability to join the 
union and strike!  

Quotation from Mother Jones, The Autobiography of Mother Jones.  
(Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & Co., 1925), Chapter 12. 

To read Mitchell’s opinion on Judge Jackson’s decision see  “Judge Jackson Finds Strikers in Contempt,”  
New York Times, 25 July 1902. http://query.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?
res=9D01E2DF1030E733A25756C2A9619C946397D6CF (accessed March 23, 2009) 

William Bauchop Wilson: I want to help miners get better conditions and more pay because I 
know how dangerous it is to work in the mines. When I was nine, I had to help my father in the 

Courtesy of the Department 
of Environmental Protection
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mines because his back hurt too much to load the coal. In 1873, I 
was only eleven years old: I joined the union and during a strike a 
mining manager beat me. It was after this event that I promised 
myself to never use violence to settle a labor or working problem. 

Mining is difficult work: workers bend over in narrow shafts all day 
or work on their knees. Miners work underground in cold, dark, 
and sometimes wet conditions. Explosions and collapsing walls 
can kill hundreds of workers at a time. 

EXHIBIT B: Mr. Steika, coal 
miner near Blossburg, PA

Many miners think of Mother Jones as an angel sent down from heaven to protect them. 

Mr. Wilson (testimony continued) In 
1899 I was elected as a delegate to 
the United Mine Workers of America 
by miners in Arnot, Landrus, and 
Klondike, Pennsylvania. The miners 
in this area of Pennsylvania 
contribute to Blossburg coal. In 
1900 John Mitchell appointed me 
as the secretary of the United Mine 
Workers of America. We were a 
strong union and when the 1902 Anthracite strikes happened, Mother Jones was there. In Arnot, 
she got the miners’ wives to block scabs from taking the jobs of men on strike. Mother Jones 
encouraged the women to bring “pails of water…brooms or mops in one hand and babies 
in the other arm…[W]hen the scabs…come up, [the women] …hammer and howl and…
chase the scabs with [their] mops and brooms.”  Mother Jones told the women not to “be 
afraid of anyone.”  She was able to block the scabs from taking the jobs of union members on 
strike and miners eventually got more pay. 

Quotation from Mother Jones, The Autobiography of Mother Jones. (Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & Co.,  
1925), Chapter 2. 

Mary Harris “Mother” Jones 

Courtesy of David and Bev Jones, http://blossburg.org/

Courtesy of David and Bev 
Jones, http://blossburg.org/



“I was born in the city of Cork, Ireland... My people were poor…My father, Richard Harris, 
came to America in 1835, and as soon as he had become an American citizen he sent for 
his family. … [A]s the child of an American citizen… I have …been proud…”  I lost my 
husband and children in 1867 to malaria or the yellow fever epidemic. My husband was a union 
man. I was sad my family had died and moved back to Chicago, Illinois, only to lose my 
dressmaking business to the fire of 1871.

I have been through so much and it pushes me to fight for what is right. When I worked with the 
Knights of Labor union, we tried to fight for workers to have an eight-hour day. I do not let my 
height of about five-feet or gender stop me from fighting for what is right!  I have been arrested 
multiple times. People can count on me to tell the truth, even if it hurts to hear it.

Mother Jones (testimony continued)  I’m not the dangerous one in this country – the 
WORKING CONDITIONS are dangerous! I have been horrified by what men, women, and 

children have to do in the mines, factories, and mills of 
the United States. One example is the job of a breaker 
boy. I visited the mines and watched as lines and lines 
of little boys “pick out the slate from the coal.” As the 
coal is sifted “…the dust from the coal…” goes into 
the boys’ “faces…  To see the slate they must bend 
over their task. Their shoulders were round. Their 
chests narrow. A breaker boss watched the boys. 
He had a long stick to strike the knuckles of any lad 
seen neglecting his work. The fingers of the little 
boys bled, bled on to the coal. Their nails were out 
to the quick.”  

Quotations from Mother Jones, The Autobiography of Mother 
Jones. (Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & Co., 1925), Chapters 1,2,  
12. 

Courtesy of the American Catholic History 
Research Center and University Archives, 
http://libraries.cua.edu/achrcua/index.html



EXIBIT C: 
Pennsylvania 
Breaker boys

EXHIBIT D (left): A doffer boy January, cotton mills 

Image donated by Corbis-Bettmann

Courtesy of the NYPL digital gallery, 
New York Public Library



Mother Jones (testimony continued): In some of the mills and factories, “I saw…girls and 
boys, barefooted, walked up and down between the endless rows of spindles, reaching 
thin little hands into the machinery to repair snapped threads. They crawled under 
machinery to oil it. They replaced spindles all day long, all day long; night through, night 
through. Tiny babies of six years old with faces of sixty did an eight-hour shift for ten 
cents a day. If they fell asleep, cold water was dashed in their faces; and the voice of the 
manager yelled…” 

Quotation from Mother Jones, The Autobiography of Mother Jones. (Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & Co.,  
1925), Chapter 12. 

President Teddy Roosevelt:  I have done my fair share to help workers in the United States. 
When the anthracite miners went on strike in Pennsylvania in 1902, I set up a group to look into 
their situation. I even visited the Wilkes-Barre region in 1905 (see photo below). 

But when I heard Mother Jones was 
coming to my summer home in 
Oyster Bay, New York in 1903 with 
hundreds of child workers – I 
honestly did not know what to do! I 
heard from my staff that Mother 
Jones went to Kensington, 
Pennsylvania where textile or cloth 
workers were on strike. She took 
willing children on a 100-mile march 
to show the country the horrors of 
child labor. I heard some of the 
stories of children with “hands 
off…[a] thumb missing,” or other 
fingers cut off “at the knuckle.”  I 
have six children of my own, and I 
am not sure I want them to see this. 
Maybe I am frightened at what 
Mother Jones might do. I heard she has signs saying that the children want “more school” and 
“less hospitals.” I make it a point to not see her when she arrives to Long Island, New York. 
We never meet. Because this is such a politically charged topic, my administration ends up 
saying that each state should pass their own labor laws. 

Quotation from Mother Jones, The Autobiography of Mother Jones. (Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & Co.,  
1925), Chapter 10. 

Dialogue of President informed by Lawrence Striegel, “100 Years Ago: The March of the Mill Children:  
Mother Jones’ Crusade.” Newsday. 25 June 2003. http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/ny-
sbp_62503,0,4181270.story (accessed March 23, 2009).

Courtesy of the Department of Environmental Protection
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EXHIBIT E: Luther Watson…is 14 years old…His right 
arm was cut off…November 1907 

EXHIBIT F (below): March of the Mill Children from Philadelphia: In 1903, Mother Jones publicly 
protests with hundreds of children from Philadelphia to New York. They asked for better 
conditions and a chance to go to school instead of work. Some of the posters read: “We only 
ask for Justice;”  “We Want to Go to School;” and “More School, Less Hospitals” 

Image donated by Corbis-Bettmann

Courtesy of the NYPL digital gallery, 
New York Public Library



EXHIBIT G: Mother 
Jones leading a 
protest, date 
unknown 

EXHIBIT H: One of many 
young, tired newsboys 
resting upon the papers 
he sells (right).

Jones, Mary Harris. Autobiography of Mother Jones. Charles H Kerr: 1925



EXHIBIT I:
Newsboys 
Philadelphia, 
PA (right)
 

Journalist: Mother Jones is an “aged agitator” or old troublemaker. In 1913 in West Virginia 
she was charged with starting a riot. What more does the court need to hear? She encourages 
the miners to be violent!  I heard that in one of her speeches, she told miners: “Buy guns, and 
buy good ones; have them where you can lay your hands on them at any minutes [sic], 
and I will tell you when and where to use them.” Of course the working class loves her: She 
tells them to take over the country with their guns and strikes! This should be enough 
information for every person in this trial to decide that she is the most dangerous woman in 
America!  

Quotation from N.A. “Mother Jones” Will Tell ‘Em When and Where To Use Arms.” Charleston Daily Mail 
13 February 1913. http://www.wvculture.org/HISTORY/labor/motherjones01.html (accessed March 23,  
2009).

Courtesy of the NYPL digital gallery, 
New York Public Library

Courtesy of the Library of Congress

http://www.wvculture.org/HISTORY/labor/motherjones01.html


Quotation from N.A.  "Mother" Jones Arrested in City Was Taken Along In a Taxi To Officers'  
Headquarters At Ruffner Hotel And Later Taken On Train To Pratt Where She Will Be Given A Trial  
Before Commission For Alleged Rioting.” Charleston Gazette. 14 February 1913. 
http://www.wvculture.org/HISTORY/labor/motherjones03.html (accessed March 23, 2009).

Mother Jones:  Called to the witness stand a second time

The children are important to this country; they are “…the future citizens of this nation” they 
“also produce its wealth.”  In the March of the Mill Children in 1903, I traveled one hundred 
miles with hundreds of child workers. Although the president “refused to see us,” we were 
able to tell many crowds about the “horrors of child labor in the mills.”    

My plan was for us to “see President Roosevelt to ask him to have Congress pass a law” 
to stop the abuse of children in the 
mills. “I thought that President 
Roosevelt might see these mill  
children and compare them with 
his own little ones…We want 
President Roosevelt to hear the 
wail of the children who never 
have a chance to go to school 
but work eleven and twelve hours 
a day in the textile mills of 
Pennsylvania; who weave the 
carpets that he and you walk 
upon…and the clothes of the 
people…  We marched down to 
Oyster Bay but the president 
refused to see us and he would 
not answer my letters. But our 
march had done its work. We had 
drawn the attention of the nation 
to the crime of child labor. 

And while the strike of the textile 
workers in Kensington was lost 
and the children driven back to 
work, not long afterward the 
Pennsylvania legislature passed 
a child labor law that sent 
thousands of children home from 
the mills, and kept thousands of 
others from entering the factory 
until they were fourteen years of age.”  

What gives me this right to speak out for miners and child workers?  I’ll tell you!  I don’t need the 
right to vote – that is for sure. “I have no vote” and I have still tried to make changes “all over 
this country!...Women must stand for free speech in the streets…” 

http://www.wvculture.org/HISTORY/labor/motherjones03.html


I expect that people will arrest me because I represent the union. I have been arrested many 
times – sometimes more than once in the same place!  When I was arrested for speaking in 
Homestead, PA in 1919, I was told I had no right to make speeches. Why do the “Steel  
Corporation’s” and their militia have more power than the “Constitution?”  I told an officer 
that I do have a “permit” to “speak.”  When he asked me who granted me this freedom, I said, 
“Patrick Henry; Thomas Jefferson; John 
Adams!”  You know who else gave me a right to 
speak? That “gentleman agitator…George Washington” who fought against Great Britain to 
make this country free. The man who “agitated against slavery,” “Abraham Lincoln” also 
gives me the right to fight against bosses. The 
founding fathers promised liberty to all – that gives 
each American the right to free speech!   

Quotation from Mother Jones, The Autobiography of 
Mother Jones. (Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & Co., 1925), 
Chapter 10, 24.

Quotation from “500 WOMEN CHEER FOR MOTHER 
JONES; Not a Man Allowed at Dinner Given for Agitator 
by Six of Her Admirers.” New York Times. 23 May 1914. 
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?
res=9D06E0D9173AE633A25750C2A9639C946596D6CF 
(accessed March 23, 2009).

Eugene G. Grace: I am the President of Bethlehem 
Steel – the second largest steel company in the 
country. And I hate unions and anyone who even 
mentions a strike. My secret has been to ignore any 
demands made by unions. I want to make the most 
steel in the country and make the most money that I 
can. This is what the United States is all about.  
“What [does] it matter to [me] that thousands upon thousands of workers in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania, worked in front of scorching furnaces twelve long hours, through the day, 
through the night…?”  I do not want anyone like Mother Jones coming around my workers. 
She is dangerous! Most companies like mine- even Carnegie Steel, do not allow workers to hold 
meetings with each other. We do not want them coming up with strange ideas. If we even see 
someone like Mother Jones talking “to a woman on the street,” the military would come 
“charging down” and she “would have to run…”  

Quotation from Mother Jones, The Autobiography of Mother 
Jones. (Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & Co., 1925), Chapter 24.

Image donated by Corbis-Bettmann   

Courtesy of the NYPL digital gallery, 
New York Public Library
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