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By Alexander Gardner 
Text for Plate 37 in Gardner's Photographic Sketch Book of the War, published, 1865-66. 

About nine o'clock on the morning of the 1st of July, 1863, the Federal cavalry, under General 
Buford, met the Confederates two miles beyond Gettysburg, on the road to Chambersburg. The 
rebel infantry was preceded by a small body of their cavalry, which dispersed the militia wherever 
met with, and which, charging into our cavalry, was captured, not a man escaping. The 
Confederates immediately threw a division of infantry into line, and advanced upon our cavalry, 
which dismounted, and by slowly falling back from one stone wall to another, impeded the 
progress of the enemy very materially. The cavalry had just taken up the last available line of 
defence beyond Gettysburg, when, eleven o'clock, General Reynolds arrived with the 1st corps 
on a double-quick. The enemy then halted for a short time, re-formed their lines, and prepared to 
charge, which was met by a severe fire from the advance of our infantry, which went into line as 
rapidly as the regiments could be brought up. General Reynolds, appreciating the importance of 
holding the Seminary Ridge, rode out into the field, and directed the posting of the troops, and 
while engaged in this work, received a shot in the neck, falling lifeless to the earth. His remains 
were brought off the field under a withering fire, which lasted until night, our troops, overwhelmed 
by numbers, slowly falling back, and finally taking a position on Cemetery Ridge, which was next 
day occupied by the rest of our army, and became the battle-ground of the succeeding days. 

The dead shown in the photograph were our own men. The picture represents only a single spot 
on the long line of killed, which after the fight extended across the fields. Some of the dead 
presented an aspect which showed that they had suffered severely just previous to dissolution, 
but these were few in number compared with those who wore a calm and resigned expression, as 
though they had passed away in the act of prayer. Others had a smile on their faces, and looked 
as if they were in the act of speaking. Some lay stretched on their backs, as if friendly hands had 
prepared them for burial. Some were still resting on one knee, their hands grasping their muskets. 
In some instances the cartridge remained between the teeth, or the musket was held in one hand, 
and the other was uplifted as though to ward a blow, or appealing to heaven. The faces of all 
were pale, as though cut in marble, and as the wind swept across the battle-field it waved the 
hair, and gave the bodies such an appearance of life that a spectator could hardly help thinking 
they were about to rise to continue the fight. 
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