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A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words Lincoln and the Politics of the Civil War

Abraham Lincoln and the Politics of the Civil War — A Picture Is Worth a Thousand Words — Elementary

Worksheet #1: Funny or Exaggerated?

Title of Cartoon:__________________________________________  Date of Cartoon:______________

_

1. List as many objects and details you see in the cartoon.

2. List any words or phrases you see in the cartoon.

3. What symbols are in the picture?  What do you think these symbols mean? (Examples:  eagle or 
Columbia figure =U.S.; logs or fence rails=Lincoln’s frontier boyhood)

4. List words that describe the emotions expressed by the cartoonist. What emotions might  a viewer of 
the picture feel?

5. What opinion about Abraham Lincoln is being expressed in this cartoon?

6. What is the message of this cartoon?

7.  What groups would agree with this cartoon?  Who would disagree? Why?

Student Worksheet
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A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words Lincoln and the Politics of the Civil War

Abraham Lincoln and the Politics of the Civil War — A Picture Is Worth a Thousand Words — Elementary

Worksheet #2: Dear Sir, Here's What I've Been Thinking...

Mr. Lincoln’s Response to His Political Cartoonists

You have been studying about the life of Abraham Lincoln when he was the 16th President of the 
United States.  As you have learned, 1860-1865, was a period of great turmoil.  Many disagreed about 
states rights and the issue of slavery.  The Civil War found U.S. citizens fighting against one another.   
People looked at Lincoln in many different ways.  Political artists drew cartoons about the President to 
reflect these different viewpoints.  Probably, Lincoln would have wanted to talk with these cartoonists 
about his feelings.  

Pretend that you are Abraham Lincoln.  Write a letter to the political cartoonists.  

Here are some ideas to help you “get inside Lincoln’s head” and write your response as he would.

1. Choose only 1 of the cartoons to write about.

2. Write at least two paragraphs about your choice.  Begin the paragraph with:

I saw your cartoon  ____________________________________  (Title of the cartoon) in the news-
paper on _______ (date). 

3. Use pronouns like I, we, my, mine, us, myself when you write using Lincoln’s voice.

4. Describe what the cartoon was about.  Include at least 3 or more details.  Include details from your 
Worksheet #1 in your paragraphs.

5. Talk to the cartoonist and tell him how you (A. Lincoln) felt when you first saw the cartoon in the 
newspaper.  Use words to describe your emotions.

6. Explain how you (Abraham Lincoln) believe people will think of you since they have seen the cartoon.  
What image has the cartoonist tried to draw?

7. If you (Abraham Lincoln) would like to change the cartoon explain how you  would like to do it.  Tell 
why you think the cartoon should be changed.  

8. If you (Abraham Lincoln) liked the cartoon, explain what you especially liked about it.

9. Be sure your letter is written clearly with correct spelling, capitalization and punctuation.  (Presidents 
are well-educated, you know.)

10.You will be sharing your responses with others when you have completed your paragraphs.  This will 
most likely be published.  (He is the President, you know!)  So be polite, but be persuasive!


