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Student Worksheet

Worksheet 1: Focus Questions for "The Roots of Conflict"

Instructions:  Your group may answer these questions after the reading of the two handouts found in 
your packet has been accomplished.  Turn this worksheet over, and do not refer to it until you have fin-
ished reading the handouts. 

Remember, everyone in your group should agree on the answers given, and everyone should record the 
questions and answers in their notebooks.

The Roots Of Conflict Focus Questions

Where is LOUISBOURG?  Why were the British Colonists so upset over its return to France?  (It was a 
major French fortification that controlled the St. Lawrence River and therefore trade between France 
and its colony in North America.  Also, it was captured by New England soldiers during King George’s 
War, and turned over without, what the New Englanders felt was adequate compensation.   Further, 
Louisbourg was a seaport town where French warships could, in time of war, raid along New England 
coasts and inflict injuries on English shipping.)

• Why is the Treaty at Logstown in 1748 so important?   What did it do?

• Who was Pierre Celoron de Bienville?   What was mission?

• Why did the French destroy the village of Pickawillany?

• What document gave the Virginia government the right to assert claim on the Ohio Country? How 
could the French claim the right to the area?  

• How did the French seek to control the Ohio Country?   

• Why was it easier for the French to move in the Ohio Country?

• Why was it so difficult for the English to project their power into the Ohio Country?
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Student Worksheet

Worksheet 2: Focus Questions for Primary Document Homework

Washington comes to western Pennsylvania… or “I came all the way to the Ohio country and all I 
got was cold feet and a promotion.”

• What was the object of Washington’s journey to the Ohio Country?

• Make notations of where Washington’s journey takes him.  Where does he start? Where does he end 
up?   How long does this journey take him?

• Who accompanies Washington on his trip? What special skills do these people possess that will help 
him fulfill his mission?

• Why does Washington feel that the “Land in the Forks” is suitable for a fort? (How does geography 
influence him to make this remark?)

• When Washington meets with the Native Americans at Logstown, what was his purpose at this meet-
ing?  How did the Native Americans react?

• Where does Washington first encounter the French?   What occurs at this first meeting?

• What role does the Half-King play in Washington’s journey?

• Describe what happens when Washington finally delivers his message to the French Commander at 
Ft. LeBoeuf.

• On your map of Pennsylvania, trace the route of Washington as he enters Pennsylvania until he 
comes to Ft. LeBoeuf.  (Use Worksheet 3: Washington’s Pennsylvania Historical Markers to assist 
you.)
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Worksheet 3: Washington’s Pennsylvania Historical Markers

Fort Le Boeuf

Three forts have stood on this site.  French fort, built 1753, to guard road into Ohio Valley, abandoned Three forts have stood on this site.  French fort, built 1753, to guard road into Ohio Valley, abandoned 
1759.  British fort built in 1760, burned by Indians in 1763.  American fort to protect settlers, built in 1794. 
US 19 in Waterford, Erie County.

Fort LeBoeuf

This monument marks the site of Fort Le Boeuf.  Erected by the French in 1752 {actually 1753}.  George This monument marks the site of Fort Le Boeuf.  Erected by the French in 1752 {actually 1753}.  George 
Washington, as a Major representing the Governor of Virginia, came here in 1753, bearing a letter to the 
commander of the fort, warning the French to withdraw their forces from this region claimed by Great 
Britain.  This mission was one of the first links in the chain of events that settled forever the dominance 
of our land by the Anglo-Saxon.  US 19  opposite Fort Le Boeuf Museum, Waterford, Erie County.

Fort LeBoeuf Memorial

The Judson House, built in 1820, stands on the site of the old French fort.  This was the scene of The Judson House, built in 1820, stands on the site of the old French fort.  This was the scene of 
Washington’s first public mission. US 19 in Waterford, Erie County.

George Washington

In December 1753, George Washington came here with notice from the Governor of Virginia to the 
French that they were trespassing on British soil.  The Statue shows Washington carrying out his first 
public mission. US 19 in Waterford.

French Creek

The Riviere aux Boeuf of the French, renamed by George Washington in 1753.  It had an important part The Riviere aux Boeuf of the French, renamed by George Washington in 1753.  It had an important part 
in the French and Indian War and the settlement of northwestern Pennsylvania. US 19, S of Waterford, Erie 
County.

Old French Road

Here today’s highway leaves the course of the Presque Isle Portage part of the historic Venango Trail.  
The French Road build in 1753, following an Indian Path, ran down into the valley. The French Road build in 1753, following an Indian Path, ran down into the valley. PA 97 just S of Erie, Erie 
County.

Presque Isle Portage

The old portage, part of the historic Venango Trail from Lake Erie to the Ohio River, crossed today’s road The old portage, part of the historic Venango Trail from Lake Erie to the Ohio River, crossed today’s road 
here.  The Indian trail became a French military road in 1753.  US 19, N of Waterford, Erie County.
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Fort Prince George

Name intended for fort begun here by Virginia force early 1754 on site noted by Washington as “well 
situated for a Fort.”  Captured by the French, April 17, 1754, before its completion. Point State Park, 
Pittsburgh, Allegheny County.

Logstown

A short distance southeast of this spot, along the banks of the river, was situated the village of 
Logstown, one of the largest Indian settlements on the upper Ohio.  It was the scene of many important 
conferences between the French, the British and the Indians during the period of 1748 to 1758.  The 
first official council between the British and the Indians west of the mountains was held at this place by 
Conrad Weiser on behalf of the Province of Pennsylvania, in 1748.  George Washington met the Indian 
chiefs at this place in 1753, when on his mission to the French forts.  After the capture of Fort Duquesne 
by the British in 1758, the site was deserted by the Indians, who had moved westward to the Beaver and 
Muskingum Rivers. Duss Ave. at Anthony Wayne Dr., N of Ambridge, Beaver County.

Venango Path

A major Indian path between the Forks of the Ohio (now Pittsburgh) and the Seneca town of Venango 
(now Franklin) passed through here.  On Dec. 27, 1753, George Washington came this way with fron-
tier scout Christopher Gist as they returned from Fort LeBoeuf on a mission for Virginia’s Gov. Robert 
Dinwiddie.  The Franklin Road, the first wagon road northward from Pittsburgh, was opened over this 
route in 1796. Franklin Rd.  at PA 228, Cranberry Twp., W of Mars, Butler County.

Gist’s Plantation

Christopher Gist, the Ohio Company surveyor who went to Fort LeBoeuf with Washington, settled here 
in 1753.  In 1754, Washington halted his campaign here and retreated to Fort Necessity.  Pursuing French 
destroyed the plantation. US 119, 4.5 miles SW of Connellsville., Fayette County.

Fort Necessity

Was located about 400 yards to the south in the Great Meadows.  Built and commanded, 1754, by 
Lieutenant Colonel George Washington, aged 22.  Here after 9 hours of engagement with M. Coulon de 
Villiers in command of 900 French regulars and their Indian allies, Washington and his 400 raw Virginia 
and South Carolina troops capitulated and early next morning, July 4, 1754, marched out with the hon-
ors of war. US 40, Mount Washington, 1 mile NW of Farmington, Fayette County.

Worksheet 3: Washington's Pennsylvania Historical Markers, con't.
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Worksheet 4: "Domain of Three Nations" Painting Exercise

• What is occurring in this painting?

• What look at the French officers in the painting?   What do you think they are feeling?  

• Look at Washington, what do you think is going through his head right now?

• Look at the shadow in the lower left of the painting.   Who is this?   What do you think that they are 
feeling or thinking?

• Is this a formal meeting?   What things make it appear to be so?   What makes it appear not to be so?  
Explain your answer based on what you see in the picture, and what you read in Washington’s journal.Explain your answer based on what you see in the picture, and what you read in Washington’s journal.

Domain of Three Nations

John Buxton

Courtesy John Buxton
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Student Worksheet

Worksheet 5: Questions on Christopher Gist’s Journal Excerpt

After reading Christopher Gist's journal, answer the following questions:

• When does this event occur? What does Washington’s journal have to say about it?

• What makes Gist question the honesty of the Native American?  (Consult your map for a big clue.)    

• Why would Washington not want the Indian killed?

• After reading this passage what strikes you as odd? Explain your reasoning.

 “Plan of  Bethlehem, 1766” from book Moravian Architecture and Town Planning.  William J. Murtagh.  Chapel Hill:  The University of North Carolina Press, 1967.
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Worksheet 6: Great Meadows Question Guide

Directions: 

Read Reading 3:  “First Blood” (Chapter 8) from For King and Country before next class.  Answer the 
questions below to help you understand the reading. Remember to fill in all the questions in complete 
sentences and with as much detail as you can.

• Describe the “Great Meadows.”  Why would Washington say it was “a charming field for an 
encounter”?

• Who brought word of the French soldiers scouting out Washington’s camp?

• Who was in command of the French soldiers and what was their supposed mission?    How did this 
differ from what Washington did when he went to Ft. LeBoeuf?

• Why did Washington build his Fort where he did?  What type of battle did he think he was going to 
fight?

• What reasons could you give for Washington signing the surrender document admitting that he was 
the “assassin” of the French diplomat?

• Why would the Native Americans, who had helped him so far, suddenly turn their backs on 
Washington and the British?
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Worksheet 7:  Questions about Fort Necessity

Directions: After reading about Fort Necessity, answer the following questions:

• Who lead the French forces that advanced on Washington?

• Describe the fort that Washington built.  

• Did Washington wait for the French to attack him? Why?

• What terms did the French offer Washington?

• What are the “honors of war”? Do we still practice this today?

• Why do you think Washington signed a document that basically said he had murdered a diplomat?

• After the Jumonville Affair, Washington wrote his brother: “ I heard bullets whistle, and believe me, 
there was something charming in the sound.”   What do you think he meant by this quote? What 
would have compelled Washington to make such a statement? 

• Now, think how would Washington feel after hearing so many bullets and seeing so many of his men 
killed or wounded?


